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BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


Continned from No. 29. 
debasing and demoralizing in its tendency and exam- 
ple, and a grievous injury and oppression upon 
those Whe are compelled to take their notes at their 
nominal value in payment for their Jabor. 

That the mere association of a number of indi- 
yiduals in the form of a chartered company, gives 
them no license for dishonesty, or impunity for 
crime, in their aggregate, more than in their indi- 
vidual capacity. 

That the banking institutions of the District 
having been chartered professedly for the purpose of 
promoting the interests and convenience of the in- 
habitants thereof, we are the best, and should be 
the only, judges in what manner our interests and 
convenience are best promoted. 

That, at the suspension of payments by the 
banks of this District, in the second week of Octo- 
ber, 1839, they had in circulation upwards of se- 
seven hundred thousand paper dollars, which by 
that act were depreciated 124 per cent., inflicting a 
loss of upwards of one hundred thousand dollars on 
the holders thereof; that the rates of depreciation 
since that period, have ranged from 124 to 8 per 
cent., thus filching from4he workingman, from one- 
eighth to one-twelfth of the wages of his labor. 

That the practical operation of this staie of 
things in the District is, that while those who are in 
the service of the Government receive their com- 
pensation in gold and silver, their neighbors are 
compelled to receive, as a return for their labor, 
depreciated bank paper; thus constituting, emphati- 

cally, one currency for the Government and another for 
the people. 

They, therefore, pray your honorable body to 
take sach measures as may, at the earliest possible 
day, compel the banks of the District to fulfil their 
obligations by the resumption of specie payments, 
or that they be required to assign their property for 
the benefit of their creditors, and wind up their at- 
fairs. 

Mr. MERRICK called for the reading of a me- 
morial, signed by many citizens of Georgetown, 
praying for a recharter of the banks, and that they 
may not be compelled to resume before the banks 
of eee and Maryland. The memorial was 
read. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Merrick to the amendment, and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 29, nays 13, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Clay of Ky. Clayton,Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, 
Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Huntington, King, 
Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Roane, Ruggies, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, 
and Young—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Hub- 
berd, Linn, Mouton, Norvell, Robinson, Smith 
of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wall, and 
Wright—13, 

Mr. ALLEN moved an amendment, stating the 
fact that they were non-specie paying banks, 
which amendment was rejected—yeas 15, nays 27, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, Linn, Mouton, Norveil, Pierce, 
Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, 
Wall, and Wright—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, 
Dixon, Falton, Grundy, Huntington, King, Mer- 
rick, Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Roane, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, and 
Young— 





27. 

Mr. BENTON moved an amendment, as fol- 
lows: “Upon condition that said banks shall not 
issue and pay out the notes of any bank, banker, 
or banking institution which isin a state of sus- 
pension or non-payment of specie.” 

Mr. B. said that he did not offer his amendment 
to prevent the banks from receiving such paper as 
they pleased, but to make them send it home for 
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collection. It was to prevent the conventional 
agreements among themselves, by which they 
flooded the country with irredeemable paper. Each 
one received the paper of the other and sent it 
around and around in a circle, and thus, though it 
was nothing but counters—worihless bits of paper, 
the people were seduced into taking it. It was to 
break this chain, which enabled them to impose 
upon the country, that he offered his amendment. 
If they chose to receive this paper in payment of 
the debts cue them or on deposite, they must send 
it home for collection. 

Mr. KING supposed that the object of the gen- 
tleman was to limit the banks to the circulation of 
their own paper. He thought if he would turn to 
the amendment that he would find that they could 
issue Out no paper whatever in a state of suspen- 
sion. If tne gentleman would modify his amend- 
ment he would vote for it. 

Mr. BENTON said that if the exception was 
made, it would give the banks express authority to 
pay out suspended paper. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was entirely 
of the amendment of the Senator trom Mis- 
souri, if he would express it in language 
sufficiently distinct to prevent its giving any 
sanction, direcily or indirectly, of the suspen- 
sions of these banks. One of the greatest evils 
of these suspensions was, that the banks never 
paid out their own notes athome. If they did, 
the people would have an opportunity of com- 
pelling them by law to redeem these notes; but it 
was obvious that it would cost the holders of 
them too much to collect them by process of 
law at a distance. 

The consequence of such a practice by the banks 
was, that, as soon 2s specie payments were sus- 
pended, the people around each of the banks were 
at once, in a great degree, deprived of the paper 
currency 10 which they had been accustomed, 
and in which they placed confidence, and were 
compejled to accept the notes of distant banks, 
often of doubtful solvency, or get nothing. It 
was no hardship upon the banks to compel them 
to pay out their own notes alone during the period 
of suspension, and to send home the notes of 
other banks which they might think proper to re- 
ceive. Under such a restriction, the banks of this 
District would receive no notes unless they had 
been issued by banks ‘able and willing to make 
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' quent settlements of this kind were a powerful 


restraint upon excessive issues. The amendment 
would secure to the people of the District that 
currency with which they were best acquainted, 
and on which they could, at any time, bring suit 
without being obliged to travel to a distance. He 
was in favor of the principle contained in the 
amendment. He was for giving the banks of this 
District time to wind up their affairs, and nothing 
more; and he intended, before this matter was over, 
to introduce an amendment declaring that such 
was the sole purpose fur which their charters were 
to be extended. He had long beenof the opinion 
that, to keep six or seven little banks here,was doing 
a serious injury to the people of the Disirtct. It 
was no time now to substitute a larger bank for 
those now in existence, and he was therefore wil- 
ling to extend the charters of the latter, provided it 
was only toenable them to go on for two years, 
and no longer, for the purpose of winding up their 
affairs. 

Mr. GRUNDY said, the effect of the amend- 
ment, if passed in its present shape, would not be 
exactly what he supposed was intended. If the 
words “not within the District of Columbia,” 
were introduced, he thought it would be better. 

Mr. BENTON said, he preferred the motion as 
it steod; but if gentlemen thought it would create 
difficulties, he would withdraw- it, and they could 
offer it ina form m odified to suit their views. 

Mr. GRUNDY then offered the motion amended 
as he had suggested. 

Mr. WRIGHT said, in iis present shape, the 
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provision would countenance the emission and 
circulation of the notes of the Chesapeake and Ohie 
Canal—the Washington and {Baltimore Railroad 
Company, &c. 

_ Mr. BUCHANAN suggested a modification, by 
inserting the word “other” tefore “bank,” and 
striking out District of Columbia; which was 
agreed to, and the amendment then read in the fol- 
lowing worcs: 

“Upon condition that neither of said banks shall 
issue and pay out the notes of any other bank, 
banker, banking institutions, or corporation, which 
isin a state of suspension or non-payment of its 
liabilities in specie.” 

The question on this amendment was taken by 
yeas and nays, when there appeared for it 25, 
against 17, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Smith df Connecticut, 
Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Wil- 
liams, and Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Huntington, Merrick, 
Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, Se- 
vier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, and 
White—17. 

Mr. ALLEN then moved the following: 

“Provided, also, that each of said banks shall,im- 
mediately upon the taking effect of this joint 'resolu- 
tion, commence and continue the resumption of its 
notes in gold and silver coin; and that, in case either 
of said banks shall neglect or refuse to comply 
with any one of the conditions in this joint resolu- 
tion, the charter of said bank shall immediately 
cease to exist, and all contracts and other acts 
thereafter made or done by or in behalf of such 
bank shall be null and void.” 

On this question the yeas and nays were de- 
manded, when there appeared for it 14, against it 
29, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Hubbard, Linn, 
Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, and 
Wright—14. 

NAYS—Méessrs. Anderson, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Hender- 
son, Huntington, King, Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Strange, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, White, and Young—29. 

Mr. BENTON moved further to amend by in- 
serting: 

“And upon the further condition that the said 
banks, nor either of them, shall take a stay of exe- 
cution on any judgment recovered against them in 
any case whatever, nor appeal from any such 
judgment, nor take a certiorari thereon, except on 
an affidavit of merit.” 

Mr. BENTON said that when he first came 
here after the suspension, individuals were paying 
124 per cent. discount on their bank paper, and he 
asked them why they did not sue the banks and 
obtain judgment. He was informed that when 
notes were put in suit, the banks would take the 
advantage of the stay laws that were in operation, 
by which they could keep the owner out of his mo- 
ney for six months. This, with lawyers’ fees, &c. 
was generally more than the note was worth, so 
that the poor man, who was the owner of a five or 
ten dollar note, actually had no remedy, though 
the laws professed to give him one. 

After some remarks from Mr. MERRICK in 
opposition, and Mr. CLAY of Alabama in favor 
of the amendment, 

Mr. BUCHANAN said: It is out of all charac- 
ter for a bank, after forfeiting its charter, and after 
suffering judgment to go against it for non-pay- 
ment of its notes, to take a stay of execution. It 
is certainly enough for us to continue their char- 
ters for two years without giving the banks a stay of 
execution for six months when sued on their notes, 
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if 1 had known that any such practice existed here 
as that spoken of by the Senator from Missouri, I 
would myself have offered this amendment if he 
had not done it. 

Mr. SOUTHARD could see no more impropri- 
ety of a bank taking advantage of existing laws, 
than of an individua! doing so. If we passed this 
amendment, its opetation would be unequal, and 
would make one law for the banks and another 
or individuals. Besides, what evidence had we of 
the fact that the banks took advantage of these 
stay Inwse? He did not believe there was any stay 
of execution in the District at the instance of the 
debtor, and he demanded the proof. He would 
not take the allegation of AB, or C D, that such 
and such things were matters of fact. It was not 
the kind or character of information that we, as le- 
gistators, should act upon. 

Mr. BUCHANAN expressed his astonishment 
at the principle which had been contended for by 
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. Sournarp.] He 
thought that after a little reflection that gentleman 
would himself abandon this principle, well ac- 
quainted as he was with the subject of banking. 
What was his position? That it would be unjust to 
refuse to the banks the same stay of execution, af- 





ter jadgments had been been obtained against | 


them, which was granted to individuals. Is there 
not, said Mr. B. the most striking reason for such 
a discrimination? Is there not a vast difference be- 
tween the two eases? 

To the banks we have granted the privilege of 
issuing and circulating a papercurrency. Bank 
notes always are, or at least always ought to be, 
payable on demand; and under our present banking 
system are, every where in this country, a substi- 
tute for money. These notes circulate upon the 
faith that they shall at all times be convertible into 
gold and silver. Itis true that this faith has been 
often violated, and will continue to be violaced, 
unless the States shall! radically reform their banking 
institutions. The principle, however, remains the 
same. A poor man, then, has received a ten or a 
twenty dollar note as money, in compensation for 
his labor, and goes to the counter of the bank and 
asks that it shall be redeemed in gold and silver. 
The bank refuses to comply with its promise, and 
the holder of the note is put to the trouble and ex- 
pense of instituting a suit against it, and obtaining 
a judgment. Would it not be the most monstrous 
injustice to allow this bank to avail itself of the or- 
dinary privileges granted to individuals, of staying 
execution for three or six months? He thought he 
might venture to assert, without positive knowledge, 
that there was not a single State in the Union where 
such a privilege was extended to banks. Certainly 
it ought not to exist any where. 

The case was wholly different in regard to judg- 
ments obtained by one individual against another, 
or by banks against individuals, to enforce private 
contracts. In such cases these contracts were vo- 
luntary, and each party derived, or thought he de- 
rived, a benefit from them, and the evidence of debt 
was nota paper currency. But bank notes circu- 
jJated in the community as money, and every per- 
son by the force of circumstances was compelled 
to accept them as money. It was a great and pro- 
fitable privilege conferred upon the banks to be 
permitted to issue them; and this was granted upon 
the express condition that they should always be 
redeemed in specie. Under such circumstances, 
after the banks have refused to redeem their notes 
according to their contract, and have compelled 
the holders to institute suits and obtain judgments, 
it would be a most unjust and extraordinary pri- 
vilege to grant them a stay of execution. 

This bill proposes to continue these banks for 
two years, unless Congress shall, in the mean time, 
otherwise direct. Even during this limited period, 
we wisely reserve to ourselves the power of blot- 
ting them out of existence atany moment. The 
bili is‘ measure of necessity, not of choice. For 
my own part, I have often expressed the opinion 
that these six small banks ought never to be re- 
chartered withia this District of only ten miles 
square. They have no field for circulatien, and 
no deposites sufficient toenable each of them to 
realize a fair profit on their capital, and at the 
same time keep themselves in a sound condition; 
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We ought to establish one respectable bank here, 
with branches in Alexandria and Georgetown, 
and subject it to all the restrictions which our 
fatal experience on the subject has manifested 
to be absolutely necessary. It is admitted, how- 
ever, on all hands that Congress have not 
time, at the present session, to mature and 
pass such a bill; and if they had, it is a most 
unpropitious period to create such a bank. The 
only alternative then left, is either to continue the 
existence of these little banks for a short period, or 
to destroy them at once, and subject their debtors 
to the immediate pressure which this course 
would render necessary. I prefer to continue them 
under an express understanding, so faras 1 am 
concerned, that they shall never exist, under any 
circumstances, one day beyond the 4ih July, 1842. 
I intend to move an amendment to this effect. This 
is but a mere temporary expedient, in order to 
give us time to establish a new bank, on wiser 
and better principles, without oppressing the debt- 
ors of these institutions. 

Iam influenced in adopting this course by the 
consideration that the surrounding States of Mary- 
land and Virginia, of which this District formed a 
part, and with whom it is intimately connected in 
all transactions of business, have not thought pro- 
per to forfeit the charters of their banks, because 
of their suspension of specie payments. In acting 
with a spirit of forbearance towards the District 
banks, I should not in any degree legalize their 
suspension. This bill proposes to do no such thing. 
It leaves them in this respect jurt where it found 
them, liable to be sued for specie at any moment 
by their note holders and depositors, and subject to 
the payment of twelve percent. interest. But it 
would, toa considerable degree, be legalizing this 
suspension, if we were to permit the banks, alter a 
judgment obtained against them, to take the benefit 
of a stay of execution. During this period of the 
stay, they could, under the existing law, place 
their creditors at defiance. We now propose to 
deprive them of this extravagant privilege; and so 
firmly am I convicted of its injustice, that for one 
I shall vote against the bill and leave these banks 
to their fate, unless the amendment shall be adopted. 
Until this day, I had never been informed, that 
under the laws of the District, the banks were 
entitled to the same stay of execution with indivi- 
duals. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana concurred in the senti- 
ment of the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Missouri, but he thought that the Judiciary 
Committee had done all that was necessary on this 
subject, and there was a bill now on the calendar, 
which provided for the necessary remedy for the 
evil. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut said that the bill 
could not be amended or presented in such shape as 
tofmeet his approbation, while he entertained the 
opinion that the Constitution does not invest Con- 
gress, as a local Legislature, with the power to grant 
a bank charter to any company, either in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, or in any of the States of the 
Union. If Congress had power to establish a bank 
in the States, then, in his opinion, it would have 
the power to grant charters, and establish banks in 
the District without any reference to its powers as a 
local Legislature. The friends of this bill, I pre- 


sume rely upon the power given to Con- 
gress, “to exercise exclusive legislation in 
all cases whatsoever, over the District.” To fur- 


nish a general currency, isa business of the nation; 
it is an attribute of sovereignty. The Constitu- 
tion has vested this power in Congress; and when 
we turn to the Constitution for our guide, we find 
that Congress is empowered “‘to coin money, regu- 
late the value thereof, and of foreign coin.” This 
is the only currency known to our Constitution, 
unless Congress has power, in virtue of its 
local character, when legislating for the Dis- 
trict of. Columbia, to establish another cur- 
rency, varying entirely in all its essential cha- 
racteristics, from the general currency of the 
nation, which Congress is authorized and empow- 
ered to establish as a national currency, which I 
am not prepared to believe was ever intended. If 


we look further into the Constitution, we shall find 
provision made for guarding the currency against 
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counterfeiting it; and which provides only for the 
current coin of the United States. It will, there. 
fore, be seen that no provision is made to guard q 
paper currency against debasement; and it is rea. 
sonable to conclude, from this important omission 
that no such currency was contemplated when the 
Constitution was framed. ‘The general currene 
recognised in the Constitution can be circulated 
freely throughout the whole Union, and answer the 
purposes of the people as well in one part as ano. 
ther, while that to be emitted by a bank establisheq 
in the District of Columbia, by authority of Cop. 
gress, as a local Legislature, legislating only fo; 
the District, is circumscribed to the limits of the 
District, if the States into which it may otherwise, 
like other bank bills, circulate, shall think proper 
to prohibit it. The States were deprived of the 
power to emit bills of credit, or make any thing 
but gold and silver a tender in payment of debis, 
I may differ in my view of this subject with every 
other Senator; but I cannot come to any other con. 
clusion than this, that Congress was empowered ty 
‘coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of 
foreign coin.” Whatever capacity it might actin, 
be it general or local, it could not have been in. 
tended that while it was acting as a National Le. 
gislature, it should create one kind of cnrrency, 
and when acting as a local Legislature for the Dis. 
trict of Columbia, it should create another kind of 
currency, differing from the other so widely as coin 
and promissory notes differ with each other. 

It is said by the honorable Senator from New 
Jersey [Mr. Sournarp] that, if the amendment 
prevails, the corporation will not have equal rights 
with individuals; that while individuals, under the 
law of the District, can have a stay of execution for 
six months, after judgment rendered against them 
for a debt, the corporations will b2 deprived of 
that right and privilege, which may be very valua- 
ble to the corporation. He did not intend that 
corporations should be placed on an equal footing 
with individuals in regard to the payment of their 
debts. He had before observed that the power 
to create a national currency belonged to 
the national sovereignty; that if this power 
was abstracted from the political power of 
the people or the nation, and conferred upon 
individuals, that these individuals were bound to 
furnish for the people a circulating medium or cur- 
rency perfectly sound, and equal to that which that 
power given to them, if retained by the sovereiga, 
would enable it to furnish. Itonghtto be such a 
currency as would circulate freely and untrammel- 
ed by any laws made for the benefit of the corpo- 
ration, to the injury of those who had taken and 
confided in it, as a sound national currency. And 
although he expected to vote against the bill, what- 
ever shape or form may be given to it, if the char- 
ter must be granted, he was desirous of having the 
public have the benefit of it, for whose benefit it is 
professed to be granted. He was unable to see 
the necessity, if Congress has the power, of grant- 
ing so many banks, and creating so mach banking 
capital in this small District, only ten miles square. 
One single house in a commercial city, will proba- 
bly do as much business, and require as much ca- 
pital, as all the mercantile business done in this 
city. He had long entertained the opinion, that 
either the banking system of this country, or the in- 
stitutions and Government of our country, have yet 
to underge a great change; that both cannot exist 
together, and both maintain their present character. 

The gues:ion was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was agreed to—ayes 29, noes 11, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Browa, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Fulton, 
Grandy, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Mou- 
ton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pieree, Roane, Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Dixon, 
Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Ruggles, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, and White—11. 

Mr. BUCHANAN then moved to insert, “ For 
the purpose of winding up their affairs.” 

Mr. ALLEN rose, he said, to ask the Senator 
from Pennsylvania what effect he intended this 
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amendment, if adopted, to produce? Does he in- 
tend to restrict the banks to the settlement of their 
business already begun? or does he intend, notwith- 
standing this amendment, that they may proceed, as 
formerly, with all the business of banking, as if 
this amendment did not exist? 

Mr. BUCHHANAN said he did not intend at 
once to arrest all banking operations in this District, 
under the peculiar circumstances in which it was 
placed, without providing any substitute for the ex- 
isting banks; but it was his fixed purpose never to 
vote for any further extension of their banking 
privileges beyond the two years. He desired, 
therefore, to express this clear intention upon the 
face of the bill, so that the banks might have fair 
notice of the purpose of Congress, and proceed in 
such a manner as they thought proper to wind up 
their affairs within the limited period. 

Mr. ALLEN rejoined. Then the amendment 
amounts to nothing, as it does not restrict the banks, 
and cannot restrict a future Congress. It is, there- 
fore, worse than useless, for its effect will be to de- 
Jude the country, inasmuch as the amendment pro- 
fesses to restrict the banks to “the purpose of 
winding up, but not to restrict their action to that 
object; but on the contrary, instead of winding up, 
they are to be at liberty to wind out their business 
still farther than itis now—so that at the end of 
the two years, their claim to still further time to 
“wind up,” will be increased in exact proportion to 
the increase of their business, under the present 
bill, authorizing them to wind up. I say, there- 
fore, that the effect of this amendment is to mis- 
lead the people as to the true character of this bill, 
which, whether the amendment be adopted or not, 
is simply a bill to recharter non-specie paying bro- 
ken banks, without requiring them even to pay 
their notes—the first bill I believe of the sort that 
ever, in the history of the world, received the sanc- 
tion of a legislative body. 

The amendment was lost—ayes 17, noes 17. 

The question was then taken on ordering the 
bill to be engrossed for a third reading, and it was 
agreed to—ayes 27, noes 15, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Da- 
vis, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hunting- 
ton, King, Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Sevier, Smith of Indi- 
ana, Southard, Strange, Sturgeon, Talimadge, and 
Young—27. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Hub- 
bard, Linn, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, 
Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
Williams, and Wr'ght—15. 

The following is the bill as ordered to be en- 
grossed: 

“An act to continue the corporate existence of 
the banks of the District for two years, with certain 
restrictions.” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
talives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the charters of the Farmers’ and 
Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, the Bank of the 
Metropolis, Patriotic Bank of Washington, and 
Bank of Washington, in the city of Washington, 
and the Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria, and Bank 
of Potomac, in the town of Alexandria, be, and the 
same are hereby, extended to the 4th day of July, 
1842, unless Congress shall in the mean time other- 
wise order and direct, upon condition that neither 
of said banks shall issue and pay out the notes of 
any other bank, banker, or banking institution, or 
corporation, which is in a state of suspension or 
non-payment of its liabilities in specie; and upon 
the further condition that the said banks, nor either 
of them, shall take a stay of execution on any 
judgment recovered against them in any case 
whatever, nor appeal from such judgment, nor 
take a certiorari thereon, except on an affidavit of 
merit. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said, that, since 
Congress could not legislate thoroughly at the 
present sesssion, and place the banking system on a 
stable and satisfactory footing, all that he thought 
should be now done, was to continue the existing 
charters for one or two years; and, in the inter- 
vening time, Congress could make a permanent 
arrangement, He was utterly opposed to treat- 
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ing the District and itsbanks as a subject for ex- 
periment, and to throwing those little institutiens 
into a sort of crucible to discover the philoso- 
phical or political phenomena which, when ex- 
posed to that test, they might exhibit. He 
thought such a course unworthy the legislation 
of a great and magnanimous nation; and might 
expose Congress to the imputation that, since it 
could not resch the banks of the States, It would 
exercise its vengeance on the banks of the District. 

Mr. C. thought a temporary continuation of the 
banks, without condition or restriction, is all that 
should now be done. He had therefore voted 
against the amendment which prohibited the 
banks from paying out, after receiving, the notes 
of banks situated without the District. The 
notes of the banks, at Richmond or Baltimore, are 
quite as good as the notes of the District banks. 
Ard the operation of such a prohibition will be 
upon the debtors of the banks, and not upon the 
banks themselves. Upon the debtors themselves it 
will operate severely. For if the banks are not 
allowed to pay out, they will be sure not to re- 
ceive the notes of distant banks. 

He was also opposed to the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bucna- 
NAN.] The amendment will accomplish, practi- 
cally, nothing. It requires the banks to prepare, by 


| winding up their affairs, for a termination of their | 


charters, at the expiration of the period to which 
they are to be prolonged; butit makes no adequate 
provision by which the banks will be compelled 
to perform that duty. With respect to the object 
at which the Senator sims, that of establishing a 
single bank for the District, to be placed in Wasi- 
inton, with branches in the other two cities, Mr. 
C. concurred entirely with him. According to his 
(Mr. C’s) observation, those banking systems 
worked best in the several States, which consisted 
of two or three large and respectable banks, with 
branches conveniently located, instead of a multi- 
tude of small banks having nu necessary connec- 
tion with each other. And whenever there was 
definitive legislation upon the banking system of the 
District, he hoped it would assume that form. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had but a few words to say in 
reply to the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Ctay.] 
He would add nothing to that which he had al- 
ready said in favor of the amendment to prohibit 
each one of these banks from paying out the notes 
of any suspended bank except its own. He thought 
it would prove to be a most wise restriction. 

In regard to the amendment which he had pro- 


| posed, declaring in express terms that the tempo- 


rary continuance of these charters was for the pur- 
pose of enabling them to wind up their concerns, 
he had but one observation to make. He had ac- 
complished the purpose which he had in view by 
proposing the amendment. All doubt was thus 
removed from his own course in relation to this 
subject. He regretted that his amendment had 
not prevailed, because it might inspire the banks 


| with hopes which he believed never would be re- 


alized. It istrae that a future Congress might be 
of a different opinion, and one Congress could not 
bind another; but yet that was no good reason why 
the present Congress should not express its ewn 
determination by its own legislatien. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved thatthe Senate 
take up the resolution reported by the Committee 
on the Militia, asking to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the report of the Secretary of 
War in relation to the reorganization and disciplin- 
ing of the militia, and that the Senate concur 
therein; which was agreed to—ayes 24, nays 4, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Andrson,Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, 
Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Mou- 
ton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, 
Smith of Indiana, Strange, Stnrgeon, Walker, 
Wright, and Young—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Alabama, Davis, Dix- 
on, and Preston—4. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


““““1OUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
onpay, June 15, 1840. 
Mr. JONES of Virginia moved to suspend the 
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rules, and that the House resolve itself intoa Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JAMES demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion. 

_Mr. WISE hoped his colleague would withdraw 
his motion, to enable him to submit a resolution 
for the adjournment of the present session on the 
11th of July next. 

Mr. JONES thought the proper course would be 
to do the business of the country first, and then fix 
the day of adjournment. He could not yield to the 
suggestion. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, by yeas and nays, and agreed to 
—yeas 87, nays 43. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Banks in the chair,) and resamed the consideration 
of the Independent Treasury bill. 

Mr. POPE, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the committee in opposition to the bill, 
and in favor of a Bank of the United States. He 
said he told his constituents that a Bank of the 
United States alone could regulate the currency 
and exchanges. When the question was before 
Congress in 1811, he explained the subject, and 
formed “the opinion that they must have a paper 
currency, either local or national. If the country 
have a local currency, it must of necessity have 
a regulator—and that regulator must be a National 
Bank. He voted in 1811 for the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States; and he had no reason to repent of his 
vote on that occasion. He, however, thought, 
that neither a Bank of the United States or a Sub- 
Treasury should be passed at this session—he 
thought the people should be left to decide upon it 
in the present contest—that this contest should be 
first decided. Mr. P. in speaking of the opinions 
of General Harrison, said he would not veto a 
Bank of the United States if it was the will of the 
people to have one—that he was opposed to all 
internal improvements by the General Govern- 
ment not strictly national or for necessary and 
constitutional objects—that he was for a fair, just, 
and liberal tariff. He continued bis argument in 
favor of a bank of the United States as a regulator 
of the currency, as an antagonist one to the Inde- 
pendent Treasury, which he said was insufficient, 
and inadequate, to regulate the issues of the banks 
of the States. He begged the Whigs not to be 
afraid to meet the question boldly, and contended 
that the issue would be between an Independent 
Treasury bank under the control of the Execu- 
tive, and a Bank of the United States. 

The House took a recess at 24 o’cloek. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. POPE resumed and concluded his remarks 
in opposition to the bill. 

r. BLACK then took the floor in support of 
the bill. In common with other gentlemen, he had 
no hope of influencing the minds of any opponent 
of the bill, but his remarks were designed for his 
constituents, the people of Georgia. He congra- 
tulated the House and the country that this mea- 
sure had for once been brought to a direct issue 
before the people. As had been stated by a gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusaina,} this 
was definitely the measure of the Administration, 
and it ‘Was on that measure that he grounded bis 
support of the Administration. He then showed 
it was evident thata National Bank was. the an- 
tagonistical scheme of the Opposition. So here 
was a palpable and distinct issue—the Indepen- 
dent Treasury bill on the one hand, and a Nation- 
al Bank on the other. Mr. B. went on to prove 
that with a few exceptions the great Whig party 
was a Bank party. That, then, was the true issue, 
and under those two flags was the. batile to be 
fought. For his part, he gloriedin the declaration 
that he meant go _ that war nya peaner 
of the Independent » and in doing so he 
would be capported with he ‘consciousness that 
this measure was in accordance with the Consti- 
tution, while the measure of the ¢ tion was 
liable to the double objection of being unconstitu- 
tional and inexpedient. 

Mr. B. then went on to show that his owncourse 
in this matter was the same as that taken by the 
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Legislature of his State, and had read by the 
Cuxrx, resolutions adopted by the Legislature of 
Georgia, in 1834, denouncing a National Bank as 
unconstitutional and inexpedient. He also advert- 
ed to subsequent resolutions of a similar charac- 
ter, which will appear when his remarks shali be 
written out in full. He also adverted to letters ad 
dressed by the people of Georgia to their candi- 
dates, in 1838, asking their sentiments in relation 
to this measure. With others, he received a letter; 
in his answer, he distinctly avowed his preference 
to it, and his hostility toa National Bank. Two 
of his colleagues, then on the floor, also expressed 
their disapproval of a National Bank. Thus, 
in 1838, not only himself, but his two colleagues, 
were against a National Bank; so it would appear 
that he was not only consistent himse!f, but that he 
had the approbation of some of the most eminent 
men from Georgia, in his opposition to the baak. 
Where, then, was the ground for attacking his con- 
sistency, and with what weapons could they make 
their attack? 

Mr. B. then adverted to a proposition made by 
Colonel Gamble, of Georgia, in 1834, for a Sub- 
Treasury bill more ultra than the present, and con- 
taining a specie clause. He did this witha view 
of showing, that in supporting the present bill, 
he was sanctioned by the course of one of the 
most eminent men that his State ever produced, 
although he regretted to say that Colonel Gamble 
had suffered himself to be nominated by the 
Whigs. 

After some explanations from Messrs. KING 
and NISBET of Georgia, 

Mr. BLACK proceeded to read the votes in fa- 
vor of the proposition of Colonel Gamble, in 1834, 
for a Sub-Treasury bill, and which concluded with 
the name of Mr. Wise. 

Mr. WISE explained under what circumstances 
that vote was given. He never in life even coun- 
tenanced, or intended to countenance, a Sub-Trea- 
sury project. That vote in 1834 was given merely 
to test the sincerity of the Administration party, 
and not with any view of favoring such a mea- 
sure. 

After some further explanations from Mr. F. 
THOMAS ian relation to the votes on that bill of 
1834, 

Mr. BLACK resumed his remarks, and spoke 
until nearly seven o'clock; when, without con- 
cluding, he gave way to 

Mr. M. A. COOPER, on whose motion the com- 
mittee rose. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi gave notice of 
intention to introduce a resolution to change the 
hour of meeting of the House to 10 o'clock, in- 
stead of 11 o’clock. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays on that motion; which were refused. Then 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tvespay, June 16, 1840. 
* Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the memoria!s 
of the following named peisons, to wit: Estevan 
Plauche, Joshua Kennedy, Joshua Howard, Jo- 
seph Robedoux, John Forbes, Thomas Power, 

argaret Deveal, Littleton Bailey, Anson C. 
Surlis, aud resolutions of the General Assembly of 
the Legisiature ef Louisiana, asked to be discharg- 
ed from the further consideration thereof. Mr. L. 
remarked that most of the cases were provided for, 
so far as the Senate was concerned, by the passage 
of a bill in relation to the sixteenth sections. The 
motion was agreed to, and the committee were dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the me- 
morials above enumerated. 

BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

The bill for the incorporation of the Bank of the 
District of Columbia being taken up on its third 
reading, 

Mr WALL hoped that the question on the pas- 
sage of the bill would not be taken at this early 
hour, when the Senate was so thin—indeed, when 
here was nota quorum present. He hoped, there- 
ere, that gentlemen would consent to lay the bill 
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on the table, until some of the absent Senators 
should take their seats, 

Mr. KING thought the suggestion of the Sena- 
tor from New Jersey a very proper one, and hoped 
it would be agreed to. 

Several Senators objecting to postponing the 
question, 

Mr. NORVELL demanded the ayes and noes, 
which were ordered. 

The question being taken on the passage ef the 


bill, it was carried in the affirmative—ayes 20, 


noes 13, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Buchanan, Clay of 
Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, 
Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Huntington, King, Mer- 
rick, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Roine, Smith of 
Indiana, Sturgeon, Webster, and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Linn, Mouton, 
Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, and Wright—13. 

While the yeas and nays were calling, 

Mr. BENTON rose toa pointof order. The 
long established practice of the Senate was to put 
no bill on its passage until the hour of 12. The 
propriety of the practice was obvious, in the pre- 
sent cendition of the Senate. He thought the 
rule was a proper one, and should not be departed 
from. 

(The rule, as stated in Jefferson’s Manual, is in 
the following words: ‘‘ After 12 o’clock bills 
ready for it are put on their passage.”’] 

The VICE PRESIDENT then explained the cir- 
cumstances under which the bill was puton its pas- 
sage. When the Senate was called to order, the 
Cuair had announced that the presentation of pe- 
titions was in order; there being no petitions, re- 
ports of standing committees were called for and re- 
ceived; the next business on the Secretary’s table 
was the bills on the third reading. A suggestion 
was made that the bill should be postponed until 
the Senate was full; but, after a conversation 
among Senaiors, it was not pressed, and the bill 
was accordingly put on its passage. 

Mr. TAPPAN said that the very early period at 
which the bill had been taken upon its passage, 
had prevented him from makinga motion for its 
recommitment, in order that it might be amended 
in a very important particular—that ef rendering 
the stockholders individually liable for the debts of 
the bank. He was engaged on business in the 
committee room and came into the Senate cham- 
ber at 11 o’clock and found the question was tak- 
ing on the passage of the bili. ‘Though not suffi- 
ciently long a member of the Senate to speak au- 
thoritatively on this subject, he thought it was unu- 
sual, if not unprecedented, to put a bill, involving 
questions of such magnitude, on its passage at so 
early an hour, and withathin Senate. Having 
been deprived, in the mannerstated, of offerime the 
motion at the proper time, he wouid ask the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to offer the following: 

Resolved, That the bill be recommitted to the 
Comunittee on the District of Columbia, with in- 
structions lo report a provision excepting from ils 
operation «ll such parts of the several acts incor- 
porating said banks, as excuse or exonerate the 
stockholders in said bank from their legal liability 
npge any contracts made by such banks. 

r. MERRICK objecting, the resolution could 
not be entertained. 

The question on the title of the biil coming up, 

Mr. MERRICK moved to amend by subsutut- 
ing “An act to continue the corporate existence of 
the banks of the District of Columbia.” 

Mr. NORVELL moved to amend the substitute 
by the follewing: ‘“‘An act to extend the charters of 
the suspended banks of the District of Columbia,” 
sen for the yeas and nays; which were or- 

ered, 

Mr. GRUNDY proposed to add to the end of the 
substitute of the Senator from Maryland the words, 
“for two years;” which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama suggested the addition 
of the words, “‘anless otherwise ordered by Con- 
gress;” which was agreed to. 

Mr. PIERCE was extremely sorry to see this 
special pleading on the small matter of the title of 
the bill. He had voted against it in all its stages, 


but a large majority of the Senate had voted in fa- 
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vor of the passage of the bill, and to this decision 
he would submissively bow. He hoped the friends 
of the bill would be permiied to give it that title 
which would express the intention of the body 
of it. 

Mr. ALLEN concurred perfectly in the opinion 
of the Senator from New Hampshire, that the 
friends ef this bill should give it such a title as 
would designate the object of it, and for the pur. 
pose of carrying this more perfectly into effect, he 
hoped they would consent to the insertion of the 
word “ supended ”’ before “ banks.” 

This was not egreed to, and the substitute of 
Mr. Menrricx, as amended, being read in the 
following words : 

“An act to continue the corporate existence of the 
banks of the District of Columbia for two years, 
with certain restrictions, or until otherwise ordered 
by Cungress;” 

Mr. KING moved to strike out ‘* or until other. 
wise ordered by Congress,” which was agreed to. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Norve t's 
amendment, and it was negatived—ayes 11, noes 
26, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Linn, Mouton, 
Norvell, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, 
Walker, Wall, and Wright—11. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Hunting- 
ton, King, Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, Pierce, Por- 
ter, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Webster, and Young—26. 


The bill, in addition to the several acts regulat- 
ing the shipment and discharge of seamen, and the 
cuties of censuls, was taken up as in committee of 
the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. PRESTON moved that 10,000 copies of 
the plan of the Secretary of War, for the organi- 
zation and discipline of the militia, be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved to amend, by 
including the report of General Knox, and the re- 
ports of General Harrison,on the same subject; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON then moved that the two bills 
accompanying the reports, should also be append- 
ed to the document; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then moved to amend, 
by adding the two bills of 1792 and 1803, now on 
our silatute books on the same subject; which was 
agreed to—ayes 27, noes 16, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Ro- 
binson, Smith of Conneciicut, Sirange, Sturgeon, 
Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, and Young 
—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Merrick, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, Webster, and White—16. 

The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to. 

CLAIM OF FULTON’S HEIRS. 

The report of the Committee on Claims, adverse 
to the claim of the heirs of Robert Fulton was then 
taken up, and 

Mr. PHELPS addressed the Senate at much 
length in opposition to the report, and in favor of 
the claim. 

Mr. MERRICK then submitied a motion to 
amendthe report of the committee, by reversing 
their decision; which was negatived—ayes 17, noes 
21, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Dixon, Ful- 
ton, Huntington, Linn, Merrick, Phelps, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge, Walker, Webster, and White 


—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Calhoun, Davis, Grundy, Henderson, 
Hubbard, King, Mouton, Nicholas, Pierce, Roane, 
Robinson, Strange, Tappan, Wall, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—2l1. 

The report of the committee, adverse to the 
claim, was then — 

And he Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Touespay, June 16, 1840. 

Mr. BOND asked the consent of the House to 
enable him to make a report from the select com- 
mittee, on the memorial of William Wright in 
relation to the settlement of the affairs of the Com- 
monwealth Bank of Massachusetts with the Go- 
yernment. 

Objection having been made, 

Mr. BOND asked fora suspension of the rules 
to enable him to make the report; and on 
that motion demanded the yeas and nays, 
which, having been ordered, were—yeas 55, 
nays 84. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

PILOT LAW. 

The CHAIR announced that the first business in 
order, during the morning hour, was the motion of 
the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. Ranpo.ps} 
to recommit to the Committee on Commerce the 
bill reported from that committee by the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. Hitten] to repeal the law 
of 1837, regulating pilots. The question i:mnmedi- 
ately pending was the call for the previous ques- 


tion. 

Mr. DICKERSON, of New Jersey, inquired of 
the Cuair whether it was in order to move to post- 
pone the further consideration of the subject until 
to-morrow. 

The CHAIR replied that it was net—the previ- 
ous question havihg been called for. 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved that there be a call of 
the House; and upon which motion, 

Mr. CURTIS having demanded the yeas and 
nays, they were ordered, and were—yeas 39, nays 
114. 

So a call was refused. 

Mr. HILLEN inquired of the Cuatr, whether, 
if the previous question was seconded, it did not 
cut off the motion to recommit. 

The CHAIR replied that it did; and that the 
question would be on ordering the bill to be read 
the second time. 

The previous question was then seconded and 
the main question ordered, and the question now 
being, “Shall the bill be read a second time.” 

Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered, were—yeas 93, 
nays 89. 

So the bill having-been ordered to be read the second 
time, received that reading, and the question being, 
“Shall the bill be ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading?” 

Mr. TILLINGHAST opposed the engrossment 
of the bill, deprecating all party feeling, and ccn- 
teading that the original law was proper in its 
nature, and that it was not in derogation of private 
right, but, in fact, an enlargement thereof; and that 
its Operation upon life and property had been de- 
monstrated already to be of the most beneficial and 
salutary character. 

Mr. TOLAND also made some remarks, in the 
midstof which he was cut off by the expiration of 
the morning hour, and which, like those of Mr. 
TitLincHast, were, from the confusion in the 
Hall, heard very imperfectly. Mr. Towanp ad- 
dressed himself, he said, not to any party, but to 
the House. The question was one which involved 
the business interests of the country toa much 
greater extent than had been supposed. He re- 
gretted that any allusion had been made to it asa 
party matter—it was not in factso. It might, in- 
deed, for aught we knew, affect a particular party 
in New York or New Jersey, (though he could not 
himself see how it was to doso,) but sure he was 
that it was no party question in the community 
which he represented; nor did he believe it to be so 
in the country generally. It was a question affect- 
ing the interests not only of the different parts of 
the United Siates, but of the whole commercial 
world. 

Who are the parties asking fora repeal of the 
law? They were the pilots of New York—and, as 
it seemed to him, the pilots alone—the very parties 
to regulate whose conduct the law itself was passed 
by a vote of this House, almost, and, so far as he 
knew, entirely unanimous. 

These were the persons who now came here to 
ask for a repeal of the law. It was natural that 
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they should desire to rid themselves of a taw that 
affected their» interests or their business. He re- 
gretted that it should have affected them atall. But 
that was not the question before the House. The 
question for them to determine was, how did this 
law affect the community? Congress was to legis- 
late, not for the interests of any particular class— 
not for the merchants—not for the pilots—but for 
the community. 


test it than to go to those on whom it had operated. 
The pilots, indeed, complained. But what did the 
merchants do? 

Mr. T. after showing the groundlessness of the 
charge that ill-feeling existed towards the pilots of 
New York, proceeded to state that the merchants 
and underwriters of New York, of Philadelphia, 
and New Orleans, were unanimously opposed to 
the repeal of the law. 

And at this stage of his remarks he was inter- 


rupted by Mr. FISHER of North Carolina, who in- | 
quired of the Cnarr whether the morning hour had | 


not expired? 


The SPEAKER having replied in the affirma- | 


tive— 


Mr. FISHER asked that he might be excused | 
from further service on the Committee of Elec- | 
He said that, owing to the constant em. | 
ployment on that committee, he was compelled to | 
It was due to his con- | 


tions. 


abandon all other business. 
Stituents, whose business had been committed to 
his charge, that he be afforded an opportunity to 


What, then, was the operation of | 
this law? There was no better rule by which to | 


a 
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attend to it; and it was due to the House, that ex. | 
pected him to devote all his time to the questions | 


before the committee, that he should be discharged, 


aad another person appointed, who could devote || 


his whole time to such business. 


Mr. EVERETT said that the same course of || 


reasoning would probably apply to every other 
member of that committee. 
the midst of their labors, and it would certainly be 


very inconvenient to put any new member on the | 
He hoped the gentleman | 


committee at this time. 
would not be excused. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL did not see (he said) how 
the request could be granted consistently with the 
rights of the parties implicated. The committee 
had gone on looking at, the testimony, and had 
probably get throug wilh one-fourth or one-half 
of it. To discharge the gentleman now, would, it 
seemed to him, (Mr. V.) be like putting a juror on 
a case when the testimony was half closed. There 
was no gentleman whom, personally, he should 
feel more disposed to gratify than the gentleman 
from Nerth Carolina, but he (Mr. V.) must vote 
against the motion. 

Mr. FISHER said that gentlemen were mistaken 
if they supposed the public service would suffer in 
any respect. If gentlemen wouid look at the na- 
ture of the investigation before the committee, 
they would see that such was the fact. The com- 
mittee were investigating the illegality of the 
votes. 
each vote was put before the committee on its own 
merits; and whenever the vote of the committee 
was taken on that single quesjion, it was settled. 
The vote was either rejected as bad, or admitted as 
good, and the question was then set aside; and 
when another voie was taken up, a new question 
arose. So that, in ten minutes, any man could 
understand the matter as well he (Mr. F.) him- 
self. 

Mr. MORGAN suggested that there was another 
serious objection to the discharge of the gentle- 
man. The committee had decided upon certain 
principles for the admission or rejection of testi- 
mony. By substituting a new for an old member, 
all the principles might be changed, and it might 
become necessary for the committee to go over all 
the testimony again. 

Mr. CUSHING said that, to enable him to vote 
undersiaodingly, he would desire to know whether 
it was in contemplation of the committee to repert 
on the several questions before them. 

The SPEAKER intimated to Mr. C. not to 
enlarge the subject-matter beyond its proper limits. 

Mr. CUSHING said he would fnot do so. But 
there might be serious objection to granting the re- 
quest of the gentleman. It wasthis. If the com- 


They were now in | 





Each vote presented a separate question; | 


gen een a 
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mittee were to report at this session; if the evidence 
had been nearly or entirely gone through with, and 
all that remained was for judgment to be passed 
upon it, it would be necessary for a new member 
of the committee, if one should be appointed, to 
go over that evidence again. If, on the other hand, 
the subject was no¢ to be reported on at this ses- 
sion, but was to be taken up de nove at another, 
the same difficulty would not present itself. 

Mr. Fi SHER had no desire, he said, to speak 
ina language of threat, but he must state that he 
could not cons*tently serve any longer, such was 
the nature of his «ther duties. 

Mr. EVERETT w.s satisfied that the gentleman 
would reconsider that op.2ion, if the House should 
determine not to excuse him: 

And the question was then faken by yeas and 
nays, and determined in the affirmctive—yeas 105, 
nays 97. 

So the House decided that Mr. Fisner should be 
excused from further service on the Comm(ttee of 
Elections. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked the general consent of 
the House to offer a resolution, which was read for 
information, as follows, viz: 

Resolved, By the Houce of Representatives, (the 
Senate concurring therein,) that Congress will ter- 
minate the present session, by adjournining sine die 
on Thursday, the 9th day of July next, at eight 
o’clock in the afternoen of said day. 

Objections having been made from all sides of 





| the House, 


Mr. PETRIKIN said he would not press it at 
that time, but gave notice that he would make a 
daily effort to have the resolution acted upon. 

A number of Senate bills on the Spgzaker’s ta- 
ble were read twice, and appropriately referred. 

The SPEAKER, by general consent, laid before 
the House a communication from the President of 
the United States, transmitting a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in compliance with the 
resolution of the House of the 26th May last, re- 
lating to the charges preferred by Dr. Baldwin, 
against Marmaduke Burroughs, Consul at Vera 
Cruz. 

On motion of Mr. CRAIG, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

The bill for the relief of General Dancan L. 
Clinch, which had been returned from the Senate 
with an amendment, was taken up, and the amend- 


|} ment was concurred in. 


Mr. W. COST JOHNSON was understood to 
give notice that he woutd to-morrow ask the House 
to take up the joint resolution from the Senate, 
continuing in force the charters of the District 
banks, and that he would move the previous ques- 
tion upon it. 

A joint resolation from the Library Committee, 
on the subject of international exchanges, coming 
up on the question of engrossment for a third 


| reading, 


On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, (a bill of a simi- 
lar character having been committed a few days 
since,) its further consideration was postponed for 
the present. 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House 
then resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Banxs in the chair) 
and resumed the consideration of the Independent 
Treasury bill. 

Mr. BLACK being entitled to the floor, resumed 
his remarks from last evening, in support of the 
bill. In reply to a question from his colleague, 
(Mr. Kina] as to whether the fact of having voted 
for the bill of 1834, was any argument why the 
same persons should vote for the present bill, Mr. 
B. replied in the affirmative. He considered that 
a gentleman, who had voted for Mr. Gordon’s bill 
of 1834, was bound by every motive of public in- 
terest and consistency, \o vote for the t mea; 
sure. He showed that the bill of Mr. Gordon, for 
which some of the mosteminent men from Geor- 
gia had voted, was far more ultra than the present 
measure. That bill gave the Secretary of the 
Treasury almost unlimited power; and while it au- 
thorized that officer to demand the payment of Go- 
vernment dues in specie, it made no provision for 
paying out the same kind of currency to the ¢redi- 
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tors of Government. Was there any man, he 
asked, who weuld hesifate in his choice of the two 
bills? If gentlemen could vote for a bill like that 
of Mr. Gordon, surely they could have no hesita- 
ion in supporting the present measure, when the 
which will be given whén his speech shall be writ- 
ten out in full. 

Mr. CROCKETT next obtained the floor, and 
made some remarks in relation to the resolutions of 
the Legislature of Tennessee, requesting him to vote 
for the Independent Treasury bill. He denied the 
right of the present Legislature to instruct him, for 
reasons which he gave atlength. He then exa- 
mined the Independent Treasury bilt, and opposed it 
with much warmth. He considered it a most odi- 
ous measure. In the course of his remarks he 
avowed it as his object to endeavor to get a United 
States Bank chartered, without regard as to what 
the opinions of his party were. A National Bank 
was the only measure that could succeed as a fiscal 
agent of the Government. He was no advocate 
for State banks, and never had been, though he 
did not wish to do any thing to theirinjury. He 
argued that it was the duty of the National Go- 
vernment to establish a currency of uniform value 
wherever it circulates, and did not believe the mea- 
sure before the House adequate to that; and before 
Mr. C. concluded, 

The House took its usual recess, at 24 o’clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. CROCKETT concluded his remarks in op- 
position to the bill; when 

Mr. BELL obtained the floor, and spoke with 
much warmth against the efforts of the Adminis- 
tration party to pass the bill, to the exclusion of 
other bills. He then urged many reasons why the 
bill should not pass, and, before concluding, at a 
quarter past seven o’clock, Mr. B. gave way to a 
motion that the committee rise, which motion be- 
ing put, it was discovered there was not a quorum. 

The committee then rose, and the Chairman re- 
ported that fact to the House. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved to adjourn; 
which motion resulted in yeas 55, nays 55. The 
SPEAKER gave the casting vote by voting in the af- 
firmative. 

So at half-past seven o'clock, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, June 17, 1840. 


Mr. NICHOLAS presented a petition from He- 
zekiah L. Thistle, stating that he has invented a 
mode of constructing wrought iron cannon, that 
has received the approbation of scientific persons, 
and desires the Gevernment to have the benefit of 
the improvement; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, the bill supplementa- 
ry toan act, entitled “An act to amend an act for 
the appointment of commissioners to adjust the 
claims to reservations of land under the 14th arti- 
cle of the treaty of 1850, with the Choctaw In- 
dians,” was taken up, and, after several amend- 
ments had been offered by Mr. L. and adopted, it 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported a bill concerning tonnage of Spanish ves- 
sels; which was read, and ordered to a second read- 


ng. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama rose, and was preceed- 
ing to censure the National Intelligencer of to-day 
for the omission of the latter portion of his expla- 
nation and remonstrance in regard to the intelli- 
gencer’s report of the proceedings on Mr. Poinsett’s 
project, when he was informed that the omission 
was caused by a hurried, and certainly accidental, 
oreenen: of the Globe Reporter, to whom alone he 
handed his notes, when no Reporter of the Intelli- 
gencer, Owing to sickness, was present. 

Mr. C. then read the residue of his explanation, 
which was as follows: 

“I have felt less inclined to ascribe these errors 
lo accident, on account of another misstatement of 
the Intelligencer, which has appeared daily at the 
head of our proceedings upon Mr. Poinsett’s re- 
port. That paragraph isin the following words: 


could do scarcely any thing else, for, Mr. C. said, 
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“*The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion to print 20,000 copies of the report of the 
Committee on the Militia on Mr. Poinsett’s project 
for a standing army of 100,000 militia.’ 

** Now, sir, (said Mr. C.) Mr. Poinsett has sub- 
mitted no ‘ plan for a standing army of 100,000 mi- 
litia.” His plan purports to be one for the reorgani- 
zation and discipline of the militia. 1 understand 
Reporters are admitted here to give a transcript of 
our proceedings; that is, a statement of facts, and 
not their construction or inferences. We are suffi- 
ciently libelled and slandered by letter writers. I am 
at Jeast unwilling to tolerate it in Reporters.” 

Mr. ALLEN said that he had thought, for some 
time past, that he would, when occasion offered, 
make one or two remarks on this subject; and 
what he was now about to say, he hoped, would be 
particularly and correctly reported. Upon the 
subject of reports of debates, this, as far as he was 
concerned, seemed to be an appropriate occasion 
for the remarks he designed to offer. For any 
thing that appeared in the public papers, purport- 
ing to be his remarks, he would not stand responsi- 
ble, if it did not appear in the first person. He 
took that to be the mode in which a correct report 
of a speaker’s remarks should be given. With re- 
gard to the correctness of the reports, it was per- 
haps exceedingly difficult for any man to report ex- 
actly what was said; and in a running debate, it 
was perhaps still more difficult. Some allowance 
was therefore to be made for those inaccuracies 
which occurred in the reports, without any inten- 
tion on the part of the Reporters to misrepresent. 
But they all know, that, in addition to these diffi- 
culties, reports were sometimes sent out from this 
body in which plain and palpable injustice was 
done. Therefore, to avoid any future difficulty, 
so far as he was concerned, he gave notice that 
he would not hold himself responsible for any re- 
ports of what he might say, unless reported in the 
first person, which would show that they had 
been revised and corrected by himself. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he could not al- 
low this occasion to pass without expressing his 
dissent to any Senator’s rising in his place for the 
purpose of commenting on any newspaper article 
in relation to himself. Mr. C. had never done so, 
and he did not think it consistent with that dignity 
and elevation to which the Senate ought to aspire. 
And, if it were done in all cases, the Senate 


he did not think he ever saw a single paragraph 
in the Glebe in which he was correctly report- 
ed. For every one misrepresentation on his side, 
he believed there were ten on the other. Yet 
he had never commented on those reports in his 
place, but left his character to stand or fall by 
his acts. And suppose the Senate should appoint 
their own reporters, they would be appointed by 
a party majority, which would increase instead 
of correcting the evil. 

Though it was true that the Reporter had no 
right to put language in the mouth of any Sena- 
tor that he did not use, yet he had a right to draw 
his Own inferences, and to expose, in his own Jan- 
guage, the tendency of any measures that he 
thonght injurious to the interests of the country. 
This was one of the inestimable privileges of a 
free press, which, though liable to be abused, 
could not be interfered with without great danger. 
One side might say that such a measure had such 
a tendency; for instance, that the Sub-Treasury 
bill was a Government bank, (his deliberate opi- 
nion was that it was a Government bank.) Well, 
sir, said Mr. C. is he to be held responsible for so 
expressing himself? 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that he had a word 
or two to say in reply to the honorable Senator, 
who had thought proper to reflect on him, and to 
read him a lecture on the dignity and propriety of 
a member of that body. The Senator would be 
good enough to recollect that he had no right to di- 
rect him in the course he should pursue in this or 
any other matter. He did not come here to be lec- 
tured by the honorable Senator in reference to 
what was due to dignity and decorum by a mem- 
ber of this body. He felt it to be his duty and his 
right to rise in his place and correct the false state- 
ments made in the press whose side the Senator 








espoused—palpable misrepresentations! gross mis- 
representations! Was itnot right and proper, when 
an individual came here in the character of a re. 
porter of proceedings, and professed to give facis 
for the information of the public, if he did it false. 
ly, insidiously, and fraudulently—was it not right 
for any member aggrieved to expose it? Itis both 
our right and our duty, said Mr. C, and it will not 
do for the Senator from Kentucky to talk about the 
privileges of a free press, and to comment on the 


dignity and propriety which should stand in the ° 


way of an exposure of falsehood and misrepre- 
sentation. The reporter of proceedings pro- 
fesses to give the facts that transpire in 
this body, but he is not admitted here to give his 
own comments on them. The Editor of the paper 
he reports for might say editorially what he 
pleased, (and the Editor of this paper, it was well 
known, very freely availed himself of his privi- 
leges on this subject,) but the Reporter had no right 
to makehis own comments appear as part of the 
proceedings of this body. He wished particularly 
to draw this distinction, so that when a debate went 
forth, the public might distinguish between the 
commentary and the facts. He did not interfere 
with those inestimable privileges of a free press, 
of which the Senator spoke. The complaint that 
he made had no reference whatever to the privi- 
leges of the press, for he could not regard those 
who came here expressly to give a statement of 
facts as included in that privilege. ~.He knew how 
easy it was for Editors of the public papers to be 
misled by the press here, or by reports of what passes 
here. He would mention one instance among ma- 
ny others. When the bill to cede the public lands to 
the States in which they lie, on certain terms 
and conditions, was under discussion, the Senator 
got up and solemnly declared that it was an abso- 
lute proposition to give away the lands to the new 
States; and consequently the Legislature of one of 
the States passed resolutions against itas such. If 
the Senator chose to characterize this measure, which 
every one knew to be asale, with certain conditions, 
in such broad terms as an absolute gift, he could do 
so; but he would mark the effect. It gave a tone 
to the Opposition press throughout the country, 
and, among its other effects, sanctioned the act of 
the Rhode Island Legislature. Was it for the Se- 
nator from Kentucky to rise in his place and un- 
deriake to defend the privilege of Reporters to mis- 
represent the words and actions of members of this 
body? The Senator might, if he thought proper, 
take this course; he [Mr. C.] would, for his part, 
follow the dictates of his own judgment. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky assured the Senator 
from Alabama that he rose for no purpose of dic- 
tating to him or Jecturing him. He engaged in no 
such business. But was he not a part of this body? 
And if any person thought proper to bring forward 
any matter for animadversion in it, had he nota 
right to get up and express the opinion he did, that 
the Senate was nota fit and proper place for such 
correction to be made? It was not upon the conduct 
of the Senator; it was not to advise him that he 
rose; but it was to express his opinion of the prac- 
tice of members rising here, and consuming the 
time of the Senate in correcting the errors 
of a free press. But the Senate had 
chosen to give instances of what he called misre- 
presentation, and referring to the bill to cede away 
the public domain, said that he [Mr. C.] charac- 
terized itas an absolute donation. He now [Mr. 
C. said] so characterized it. He knew that there 
were terms and conditions in the bill, and knew 
that the effect of them in the end would ameunt to 
an absolute donation. Mr. C. here referred to the 
terms and conditions in the bill—and one of them, 
he said, the payment of one half the gross proceeds 
of the sales, would never be carried into effect, for 
the States would be, for one cause or another, able 
to induce Congress to relinquish it.. He might be 
mistaken, but such were his convictions. Though 
in the beginning it would appear to be a contract, 
yet in the end it would turn out to be a donation. 
This opinion he expressed several years ago; and 
was he to be censured because the Legislature of 
Rhode Island came to the same conclusion? 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama observed that if the Se- 
nator from Kentucky, when he made the broad, 
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unqualified deciaration that the bill to which he 
referred was an absolute donation to the new 
States of all the unsold public lands in their limits, 
had accompanied it with the qualification that he 
now made, it would have been Petter, so far as the 

ublic information was concerned. He, Mr. C. 
only stated the fact to show the privilege assumed 
en the other side of saying what they pleased. The 
Senator spoke of his right, as a member of the 
poly, to comment on any subject that was brought 
before it. Now he [Mr. C.] did not bring forward 
this matter for any legislative action, nor was the 
Senator in any way called on to interfere. Had 
he any particular connection with the business? 
He affected to feel great delicacy with regard to 
matters which did not particularly concern him. 
Had he forgotten that he undertook to rise in his 
place, when two of the Senators were presenting 
the resolutions passed by their Legislature, and in- 
timate to them what ought to be their course on 
ihat occasion? Was that consistent with the Se- 
nator’s ideas of delicacy?) He courted no collisions 
of this kind, Mr. C. said, but he would repeat now 
what he had said on a former occasion, that when 
assaults of this kind were made on him, he should 
always feel it to be his duty to repel them. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he could only re- 
peat that, if any Senator chose to bring any matter 
before that body, he would take such notice of it 
ashe thought proper. As to the case which the 
honorable Senator goticed of his having spoken of 
the instructions received by two honorable Senators, 
he had no recollection of it, but he would remind 
the Senate that Senators on his side had again and 
again been taunted and reprehended for non-com- 
pliance with their instructions. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that he would not 
contend for the last word. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. Well, you have got 
the last word. 

Mr. LINN observed that he did not rise to 
make any complaints against the Reporters on either 
side of the house, but to say that the discussion 
going on proved conclusively, to his mind, that the 
Reporters should be sworn officers of the Senate, 
and compelled to furnish each member notes of 
what he said. Our constituents, said Mr. L. have 
aright to know what we say, as well as what we 
do. The journal showed all their votes, but what 
was said in support or explanation of them, went 
to the public in a very imperfect manner. He 
thought that the body would see the propriety of 
his suggestion. If this plan was adopted, each 
member would have notes furnished him, and then 
the responsibility would no longer rest on the Re- 
porter, but where it should be, upon the speaker 
or speakers. It was very seldom he trespassed 
upon the time or patience of the Senate except on 
business, and then he endeavored to use no more 
words than were barely sufficient to explain to the 
Senate. But, notwithstanding he had, on several 
occasions, been misrepresented, it was not his in- 
tention, nor did he wish to be understood as charging 
the Reporters with intentionaliy misstating him; but 
such was the fact. He would mention two instances. 
In the debate on the bankrupt bill, as published 
meagtely in the Intelligencer, he was made to say 
that he wished the States to surrender to the Gene- 
ral Government, and to be exercised by it, all the 
power they have to charter banking institutions. 
Such an idea never entered his mind. On the con- 
trary, his opinions were, that to purify and correct 
the illegitimate career of banking on the part of 
State institutions, two alternatives presented them- 
selves. One was makiug thein subject to the ope- 
ration of the bankrupt bill, or getting the States to 
consent to an amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States, expressly withholding or denying 
the States the power of creating corporations with 
the legal right to make paper dollars under 20, 50, 
or $100, as might be thought best. He said at the 
same time that all power over the subject should 
be withheld from the General Government. The 
other instance is in the case of the bill to raise a 
certain number of volunteers of a particular kind 
to prosecute the war in Florida against the 
Seminoles. In the discussion, he had re- 
marked that, to bring the contest to a speedy 
issue, you must have,a class of men used to 
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the rifle, inured to hardship, capable of sup- | 
porting great physical exertion and physical want, 
who, with a few days’ provisions on their backs, | 
a pistol, knife, and tomahawk in their belis, could 
plunge into a swamp, swim creeks, and sleep in 
mud and water. He further had remarked, that 
such a force would track the Indians to their seeret 
hiding places, would waylay and destroy 
them when least expected, and that Indian wars 
would always terminate ina brief period, as soon 
as the whites became as expert in their mode of 
warfare as they were themselves. Yet he was made 
to say that Indians were as geod as white men. He 
knew the character of Indians well, and knew that 
the worst white communities were immeasurably 
superior to the best Indian. 


tion, 


At other times they only reported tor the political 
side to which they were attached. It was utterly 


impossible to resist the belief that their reports | 


are not occasionally tinged with their own political 


He repeated again, | 
that he did not complain of wilful misrepresenta- | 
His back was sometimes to the Reporters, | 
and they would then probably hear imperfectly. | 





opinions. Every difficulty would be obviated by 
the course indicated, and each member held respon- 
sible for the sentiments, opinions, and facts stated 
by him in debate. He said he would be glad if 
seme member would move a resolution to appoint 
a committee to inquire into the expediency of ma- 
king Reporters sworn officers of the Senate. 

Mr. WALKER said he had no complaints to 
make against the Reporters en either side of the 
House. But the idea suggested by the Senator 
from Missouri induced him to offer the following 
resolution for the consideration of the Senate: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed 
to inquire into the propnety of selecting an equal 
number of Reporters, of both political parues, who 
shall be sworn to report correctly, as far as practi- 
cable, the proceedings of this body. 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHARD, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 


the revenues actually received from all sources, 
between the end of the last fiscal year and the first 
day of the present month, so far as ascertained at 
this time. 

The bill authorizing the erection of certain light- 


KING, CALHOUN, and HENDERSON, was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


the Treasury to settle the accounts of Francis Ge- 
han, lae Marshal of the Territory of Wiskonsin, 
was also ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD moved to print a ceriain 
pamphlet purporting to be an answer by the Di- 
rectors of the Union Bank of Florida, to a report 
made by the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KING opposed the motion on the ground 
that it wasa paper that had never been before the 
Senate, and did not form a part of its proceedings, 
copies of it only having come there addressed to 
individual members. It was not, he said, the prac- 
tise of the Senate to print documents that had no 
relation to i's legislative action. 

Afier some further remarks from Messrs. 
SOUTHARD and KING, themotion was negatived 

The Senate, on motion by Mr. DAVIS, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill making further provi- 
sion to prevent the abuse of the flag of the United 
States, and the use of unauthorized papers, in the 
toreign slave trade, ani for other purposes. 

Mr. DAVIS explained, in detail, the objects, 
manner of operation, and effects of the bill. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to strike out that that 
part of the bill which made a shipbuilder punisha- 
ble if he had good reason to believe that the ship 
was for the slave trade; Mr. M, being understood 
to argue that he ought not to be punished unless he 
knew it. 

The bill and the amendment were discussed by 
Messrs. DAVIS, CALHOUN, GRUNDY, KING, 
MERRICK, and WEBSTER. 

Mr. Merricx’s molicn was negatived, and the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


communicate to the Senate a precise statement of | 


houses and light-boais, and the establishment of | 
certain buoys, beacons, &c. was taken up, and | 
after some remarks from Messrs. NORVELL, | 


The bill to authorize the accounting officers of 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnespay, June 17, 1840. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked the general consent of 
the House to offer a resolution; which was read 
for the information of the House, as follows: 

Resolved, By the House of Representatives,..(the 
Senate concurring therein,, that Congress will ter- _ 
minate the present session, by adjournment sine die, 
on Thursday, the 9th of July next, at eight o'clock 
in the afternoon of that day. 

Objection was made from all sides of the House. 

{The friends of the Adminisiration are anxious 
to terminate the present session at the earliest day 
possible consistent with the interests of the country, 
and with a due regard to the condition of the busi- 
ness which must be passed upon before the ad- 
journment of the present session. They are, 
therefore, opposed to fixing aday until they can 
see some prospect ahead of finishing the business 
or of getting it in such a state of preparation as 
would justify them in fixing a day for the adjourn- 
ment. They have made, and are now making, 
every effortto that end. They believe that all 
those who are really desirous to terminate the ses- 
sion at an early day, would and ought to come 
forwari with an anxious desire to act upon the 
measures that must be passed upon, instead of con- 
suming the time of the House in debate. ] 

Mr. WISE moved to suspend the rules for the 
reception of the resolution; and, on that motion, 

Mr. CASEY having demanded the yeas and 
nays, they were ordered, and were, yeas 77, nays 
86. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. CRAIG said, in order to make the most of 
their time, and with a view an‘ in good faith that 
they may have an early adjournment, and to test 
the sincerity of those who profess to desire it so 
anxiously, he would ask the general consent of the 
House to offer a resolution, which was read for the 
information of the House, as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That from and after this day, the daily 
hour of meeting of the House shall be 10 o’clock, 
ante meridian. 

Mr. WISE objected to its reception. 

Mr. CRAIG moved to suspend the rules, to en- 
able him to offer it, and on that motion demanded 
the yeas and nays; which having been ordered, 
were—yeas 105, nays 30, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, Atherton, Banks, Ba- 
ker, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Bond, Boyd, Anson V. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Bynum, Calhoun, Wm. B. 
Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chittenden, 
Clifford, Mark A. Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Craig, Cranston, 
Crary, Crockett, Dana, Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, 
John: W. Davis, Deberry, Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Doig, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fillmore, Fletcher, 
Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Goode, Graves,Green, Hammond, Hand, John Hast: 
ings, Hawes, Hawkins, Heary, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, 
Iiolmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, James, Jameson, Chas. 
Johaston, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, J. 
W. Jones, Keim, Kempshall, Kille, King, Leadbetter, Leet, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, amen) Mar- 
chand, Marvin, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Calvary 
Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Osborne, Parrish, Parmenter, Par- 
ris, Paynter, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Randall. Randolph, Ra- 
riden, Reynolds, Ridgway, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Simonton, 
A. Smith, J. Smith, Truman Smith, Thos. Smith, Steenrod, 
Storrs, Strong, Stuart, Swearingen, F. Thomas, P, F. Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, 
David D. Wagener, Peter J. agner, Watterson, Weller, 
Wick, Jared W. Williams, Beary Williame, Lewis Wil- 
= Joseph L. Williams, C, H. Williams, and Worthington 
—105 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Briggs, John Campbe!!, 
Clark, Connor, Garret Davis, Dennis, Evans, Everett, Haber- 
sham, William Cost Johnson, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Mor- 
gan, Palen, Peck, Petrikin, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepard, 
Stanly, Sweney, Talletesn, tolead, Warren, E. 

Thomas W. Williams, and 4 

So the rules were suspended; and the resolution 
having been again read, 

Mr. CRAIG moved the previous question, which 
received a second; and the main questiou having 
been ordered, it was taken, and the resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. DANA asked leave to present a resolution, 
which was read for the information of the House, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House cause to 
be published in one or more of the newspapers 
printed in this city, the names of all members of 
Congress who shall be absent without leave on any 
call of the House, or vote by yeas and nays. 

Objection having been made to the reception of 
the resolution, 

Mr. DANA moved to suspend the rules, and on 
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that motion demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. ; 

Mr. BANKS moved to lay the motion to suspend 
the rules on the table. 

Mr. DANA demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which having beer ordered, 

Mr. BANKS withdrew his motion to lay on the 
table. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules by yeas and nays; which were— 
yeas 106, nays 76, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Antrows, pharteny Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, A. G. Brown, 
Burke, Wiliam O. Butler, John Campbell, William B.Camp- 
bell, Garr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Connor, Wil- 
lam R. Cooper, Craig, Cross, Davee, Davies, John Da- 
vis, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, 


Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fillmore, Fietcher, Floyd, For- | 
, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, Hammond, | 


nance, Galbraith, Gent 
Hand, ‘Hawkins, Henry, {ill of 
kins, Hubbard, Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kiile, Leadbetter, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClelian, McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, 


Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Parrish, Parmenter, | 


Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rando!ph, Rari- 
den, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rives, Robinson, Ryall, Samuels, 
Shaw, Simonton, “ho 
Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Swearingen, Taliaferro, 
Francis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Van- 
derpoel, P. J. Wagner, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, and J. L. Williams— 106. 


NAYS—Messrs. Alford, J. W. Allen, Banks, Baker, Biddle, | 


Bond, Boyd, Briggs, Calhoun, Carroll, Chittenden, Clark, 
Mark A. Cooper, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, 
Davee, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Droomgoole, Evans, 
Everett, Gates, Giddings, Graves, Green, Griffin, Habersham, 
Joho Hasungs, Hawes, Hill of Virginia, Hillen, Hoffman, 
James, Jameson, Charies Johnston, Wm.Cost Johnston, Kemp- 
aball, King, Leet, Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Mon- 
ro, Morgan, Samuel W.M 


Shepard, Slade, Albert Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Philip F. Tho- 
mas, Toland, Triplett, D»D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, 


E. D. White, T. W. Wiliams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, | 


and Worthington—76. 
So the rules were not suspended. 


Mr. ADAMS, by general consent, presented a | 


memorial from the workmen on the public build- 


dings; which was referred to the Committee on the | 


Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back to the House, without 
amendment, Senate bill entitled an act to autho- 


rize the Secretary of the Treasury to use chemical | 


or any other oil in the light-houses,and to make the 
necessary alterations for that purpose; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union. 

Also reported back to the House, from the same 
committee, without amendment, Senate bill enti- 
tledan act to amend “an act regulating the pas- 
senger ships and vessels.” 

Mr. CURTIS hoped the bill would be put upen 
itsengrossmen! It did not require cemmitment. 
He explained the nature of the bill; which was un- 
derstood to repeal so much of the existing law as 
restricted the passengers ‘o two to each ton of the 
vessels carrying passengers, so far as the same 
might apply to steam vessels running to certain 

orts. 
. Mr. PETTRIKIN was opposed to the passage 
of the bill; which he said would give these vessels a 
monopoly and advantage over other vessels, 

Mr. CURTIS made some further remarks in 
explanation of the object of the bill. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said it was a very impor- 
tant bill, and the House should not be taken by 
surprise by forcing the question upon it so soon. 
He spoke of the humane objects of the law which 
this proposed to repeal—it was a salutary one, 
having a regard to the comfort and health of the 
passengers. He believed, if it was repealed, so 
far as it related to the steamboats, the effect would 
be that those boats would beso crowded with pas- 
sengers as to prove detrimental to their health. 
He was not prepared to voie in favor of the repeal, 
without some reflection and investigation. He 
therefore moved to postpone the further considera- 
tion of the bill till this day week; which motion 
was agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CURTIS also, from the same committee, 
reported back to the House, without amendment, 
Senate bill entitled an act for the relief of the 
owners of the British brig Despatch; Which was 
committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CURTIS also, from the same committee, 
reported the following resoluuon:; ~ 


orth Carolina, Holmes, Hop- | 


John Smith, Truman Smith, Thomas | 


orris, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, | 
Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Rayner, Saltonstall, Sergeant, | 
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Resolved, That the report and chart of the sur- 
vey of the harbors of Beaufort and Wilmington, 
in North Carolina, communicated to this House 
by the Secretary of the Navy; and the report of 
the chart of the surveys of the Southern coast, from 
Tybee island, in Georgia, to Hunting island, in 
South Carolina, prepared by Lieut. Wilkes, be 
lithographed; and that 2,500 of each report and 
chart be published. 

Mr. CURTIS explained the imporiance of the 
charts, and hoped the question would be taken 
without delay. 

Mr. TURNEY objected to the consideration of 
the resolution; and, consequently, it lies over one 
day. 

On motion of Mr. REYNOLDS, the Committee 
on the Pablic Lands was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of H. H. Colgan, 
also from the correspondence between the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office and the Re- 
corder; also frem the memorial of the Missouri 
Agricultural Society; and they were severally or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. REYNOLDS also, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported back to the House without 
amendment, Senate bill, entitled an act for the re- 
lief of Zadoc Martin; which was committed to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. R. also reported, from the same committee, 
a bill to grant a quantity of land to the State of 
Missouri, for the purpose of constructing a rail- 
road from New Albany, in the State of Indiana, to 
Mount Carmel, in the State ef [linois; which was 
read twice, and committed to the Committe of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 
the Commitiee on the Public Lands was dis- 
charged from the farther consideration of the peti- 
tions and papers of Silas M. Catching, Stephen 
Fox, and Wm. A. Powell, and they were severally 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, from the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, reported back to the 
House Senate bill entitled an act for the relief of 
John W. Monette, with an amendment, which was 
concurred in, and the amendment, according to 
order, having been engrossed for a third reading, 
the bil! was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported back to the House, without 
amendment, Senate bill entitled an act for the re- 
lief of Jane Waller; which was commi'ted to the 
Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the rules 
ef the House were suspended, and the House re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, (Mr. Banxs in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 
Mr. BELL continued his remarks in opposition 
to the bill till 24 o’clock, the hour of recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. BELL resumed his remarks in relation to 
the currency generally, and in opposition to a Sub- 
Treasury asa regulator of the currency. He went 
into a history of his own course with reference to 
that question, with a view to prove his consistency; 
and at 6 o’cleck he gave way to 

Mr. ALFORD, who moved that the committee 
rise. 

On this motion tellers being demanded and or- 
dered, it was found that there was no quorum. 

Mr. BELL expressed his willingness to proceed 
without a quorum. 

Mr. ADAMS objected, as did several other 
members, to the business being resumed without a 
quorum. 

The committee then rose, and the chairman re- 
ported that fact to the House. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved to adjourn. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL demanded the years and 
nays, which being ordered, were—yeas 50, nays 80, 
as follows: 

YEAS-—Mesers. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, 
Beli, Briggs, William B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chinn, Chit- 
tenden, Clark, James Cooper rabb, Crockett, Edward Davies, 
Dawson, Dennis, Dellet, Evans, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, 
Graves, Hail, Hawes, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, James, Charles 


yobaaon, Kempshall, Lincoln, McCarty, Naylor, Peck, Pope 
“profit, yner, Ridgway, Saltonstall, Slade, Storrs, Biuart, 


neat CE ana 


a 
_ SS 


Taliaferro, Ti!linghast, Toland, Trumbull, W; 
Wu, an Chinopher Wie” 
essrs. Ju ; A 

Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, ie er Carr 
Carroll, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, B Geen 
William R. Cooper, Cross, Dana, John Dav 

Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Easuman, Floyd, ornanes, cof! 
braith, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, Hawkins, Hill of Nor 


Carolina, Holleman, Hol Hopkins, Hub’ Joseph John. 
son, Cave Johnso John W. Jones, emble, Killa lean 


ter, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCullech, McK, 

Marchand, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Newha ish’ 

Parmenter, Parris, Pickens, Prentiss, Reynolds, James Rogés, 

Samucl Shaw, homas Smith, teenrod, Strong, Sweney 

ra —— Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, V 
e 


el, ler, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, od Lent 
illiams —80. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

A quorum being now present, 

The House again resolved itself into the Com. 
mittee of the Whole onthe Independent Treasury 
bill, and 

Mr. BELL resumed, and was replying to his 
colleague [Mr. Brown] on another subject, when 
he was simultaneously called to order by the 
Cuair, and by Mr. Bearry of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said he must insist that 
the rules be preserved. 

Mr. WISE took an appeal from the decision of 
the Cuarr that the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
BELL] was out of order. 

The question was then taken, “Shall the deci- 
sion of the Cuair stand as the judgment of the 
committee, by tellers, and resulted—ayes 81, 
nays 38. 

No quorum having voted, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said there was evidently a 
quorum in the House, and he moved that the Cuair 
take another count, and the Cuair was about di- 
viding the committee for that purpose, when 

Mr. WISE objected to having another count, 
and insisted that the committee should rise, and 
that it was the duty of the chairman to report the 
fact of there being no quorum, to the House; ac- 
cordingly 

The committee rose, and the Cuair reported the 
fact to the House. 

Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky moved that there 
be a call of the House. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

- TRIPLETT moved that the House adjourn; 
an 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi demanded the 
yeas and nays on that motion; which having been 
ordered, were—yeas 39, nays 88, as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. John W: Allen, Andrews, Baker, Bell, 
Wma. B. Campbell, Casey, James Cooper, Crabb, Crockett, 
Dawson, Dennis, Dellet, Evans, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Gog- 
gin, Goode, Graves, Hoffman, Lincoln, Naylor, Osborne, Ray- 
ner, Ridgway, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stu Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Seige Feaes J, W r, Warren, 


Edward D. White, Thomas illiams, C. H. Williams, 
and Wise—39. 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Bynum, 
Carr, Chapman, Clifford, Colquitt, Connor, Mark A. per, 
Wm. R. Couper, Craig, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Doan, Doi A 
Dromgovle, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, "Fisher Floy 
Griffin, Hammond, Hand, Hawkins, Holleman, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, 


% 


Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, Me oe McKay, Marchand, 
Montanya, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, 


Semele 8 ee reed isha daa Thomes Smith srk’ 
weather, ae Swearingen, Francis Thomas, Philip F. 
Thomas, Jacob hompson, urney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, David 
D. Wagener, Weller, Wick, and J. W. Williams—8s. 

So the House refused to adjourn; and there 
now being a quorum present, 

The House again went into committee. 

Mr. WISE withdrew his hppeal from the deci- 
sion of the Cuar. 

Mr. BELL was again about proceeding in his 
remarks; when 

Mr. BEATTY called him to order, and insist- 
ed that he could not proceed, under the rule, un- 
less permission was granted by the committee. 

The CHAIR said, as objection was made, the 
genileman could not proceed without permission of 
the committee. 

Mr. WISE made some remarks as to the ques- 
tion of order, and moved that he be permitted to 
proceed in order; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL said, unless he was permitted to re- 
ply to the remarks of his colleague, (Mr. Brown,] 
he had nothing further to say, than that the charges 
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af inconsistency against him were usfounded, &c. 
jt was not his habit, he said, to trespass upon the 
roles, and therefore refrained from any further 
3 EVANS obtained the floor. 

Mr. BROWN of Tennessee asked him to yield 
it, to enable him to reply to his colleague, (Mr. 
— EVANS said he would do so, but the gen- 
jeman from Tennessee [Mr. Bett] having been 
declared to be out of order, was not permitted to 

coceed in the remarks to which he wished to re- 

ly;therefore, it was evident that he [Mr. Brown,] 
could not reply, if he were to yield him the floor. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the committee then 
rose, and 

The House, at 10 o’clock, adjourned, 





IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, June 18, 1840. 
A message was received from the House of Re- 
resentatives, through Mr. Garuanp, their Clerk, 

announcing the death of the Hon. Anson Brown, 
a member of that bedy, and their consequent pro- 
ceedings thereupoa; which proceedings having 
been read, 

Mr. TALLMADGE rose, and addressed the 
Senate as follows: 

Mr. Presipent: The message from the other 
House, which has just been read, announces the 
death of the Hon. Anson Brown, late a Represen- 
tative in that body from the State of New York. 

I rise to ask of the Senate that tribute of respect 
which is due to his memory. I perform this me- 
lancholy duty with no ordinary emotions. But a 
few days have elapsed since the deceased was here 
in the regular discharge of the important duties of 
his station. Before he left for home, I heard him 
speak of his indisposition, but I had no apprehen- 
sion of serious illness, much less this sudden and 
unexpected termination of his disease. He died at 
his own residence in Pallston, last Sunday evening, 
surrounded by his family and friends. 

Mr. Brown was a gentleman of a liberal educa- 
tion, and distinguished attainments as a scholar, of 
high standing in the legal profession, and posesssed 
in an eminent degree the esteem and confidence of 
all who had the govd fortune to make his acquaint- 
ance. He was kind and amiable in his intercourse 
in society, and no one was more happy in his do- 
mestic relatious. Asa husband and father, none 
can fully appreciate his virtues, except those who 
have been called to mourn his loss. My heart 
bleeds to contemplate the desolation of the widow 
and the orphan whom this afflictive bereavement 
has left behind. Cut off in the vigor of manhood, 
and in the midst of his usefulness, the community 
has lost ome of its most valuable members, and 
his friends one of their most cherished associates. 

His sudden death is one of those inscrutable dis- 
pensations of Providence to which we are all bound 
to bow with perfect submission. I will only add, 
that he was a man of the striciest integnity and ho- 
nor, and that he lived respected, and died lamented, 
by all who knew him. 

Asa tribute of respect for his memory, I move 
for the adoption of the Senate the following resolu- 
uons: 

Resolved, That the members of the Senate will 
testify their respect for the memory of the deceased, 
by wearing crape on the left arm for the space of 
thirty days. 

Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect 
for the memory cf the deceased, the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. DAVIS asied the Senator from New York, 
(Mr. TaLtmapoe,] to give way for a moment, to 
enable him to make a motion, for doing which the 
present afforded the only opportunity. 

Mr. TALLMADGE assenting, 

Mr. DAVIS, at the request (he said) of several 
gentlemen, who desired that a more full vote should 
be taken on the subject of the claim of the heirs of 
Robert Fulion, moved to reconsider the vote by 
which that claim was rejected; which motion was 
agreed to, and the subject, for the preseat, was laid 
on the table. 

The reso utions were then unanimously adopted, 

And the Senate adjourned, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, | 
| 





Trorspay, June 18, 1840. 

The journal having been read— 

Mr. CURTIS rose and addressed the House as 
follows: 

Mr. Speaker: In the absence of oneof my col- | 
leagues, who has been a member of this House 
much longer than any of his companions, circum- 
stances, in the opinion of my colleagues, have im- 
posed upon me this morning the performance of a 
most painful duty. 

I have risen, sir, to arrest the attention of the 
House, if possible, for a few minutes, to anh- 
nounce that death bas passed upon one of its mem- 
bers; that death has broken the ranks of the repre- 
sentation from the State of New York. The ho- 
norable Anson Brown, a Representative from that 
State, died at his own residence, in the county of 
Saratoga, on Sunday evening last, ai ten o’clock. 

But a few days since, not now more than ten or 
twelve, [ met him and conversed with him atone 

of the doors of this hall. He said he was about to 
visit his famiiy tor a few days, and that, before any 
final decision of the House should take place upon 
the subject then and now the principal topic of 
daily discussion, he expected to be again in his 
place; indeed, he said a letter from any friend, no- 
tifying him of its necessity, would command his 
immediate return. He shook me by the hand, and 
turned from me with some cheerful expressions of 
kindness. I saw him then, for the last time. 
Alas! sir, he has now gone beyond the calls of 
public duty, and the summons of private friend- 
ship addressed to him now will fall upon 
“The dull cold ear of death.” 

It was known to some of his colleagues and 
more intimate friends that, from the commence- 
ment of this session, Mr. Brown had been the 
victim of impaired health; and yet, sir, his death 
was not more expected than that of the most vi- 
gorous of us who occupy these places to-day. But, 
sir, the event proves that, from the first day he en- 
tered this hall, the band ef disease was constantly 
pressing him downward to the grave in which death 
has now laid him. The event proves that, while 
his colleagues, from his puactua! attendance upon 
the duties of this House, regarded him as but 
slightly indisposed, he was in fact struggling, in 
the performance of his public duty, with the pangs 
of a fatal malady. 

I dare pot trust myself to speak of this true- 
hearted man as his character deserves. I must 
check the promptings of friendship, early esta- 
blished, and long continued, without interruption. 
But I may say of him, to those who were not fa- 
miliar with bis character, that be possessed a mind 
so illuminated by knowledge and reflection, a spirit 
so imbued with deep sentiments of patriotism, that, 
in the absence of physical infirmity, he was fitted 
for a career of distinction and usefulness in this 
House that would have reflected honor upon his 
constituents and the people of the State to which 
he belonged. 

It was not without the greatest reluctance on the 
part of Mr. Brown that the people of his district 
induced him to enter upon the duties of public life; 
and it was his intention at the close of his term of 
Office to have retired to those more congenial pur- 
suits of a private citizen which he unwillingly sur- 
rendered at the solicitation of his friends. He loved 
his home, his family, his neighbors, and the agree- 
able excitement of a profession in which he had 
acquired the distinction of a sound and able law- 
yer. : 


Mr. Speaker, it is a matter of consolation with 
his colleagues, since in the providence of God the 
career of our valued friend was now to be cut 
short in the meridian of his life, that the fatal ar- 
row did not reach him while separated from the so- 
lace of his family and the comforts of his home. 
He had closed an honorable life in the midst of 
those who knew him best and henored and loved 
him most.- He has finished life where he began it. 
At the hour of death he was surrounded by those 
who knew him as an affectionate husband, a ten- 
der father, a faithful son, a kind neighbor, a high- 
minded, patriotic citizen, and a devoted Christian. 

Sir, I knew this d friend, for years that 
run back to the days of college remembrances. I 
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know, too, the intelligent constituency that he re- 
presented. They are the people of Saratoga and 
Schenectady, two of the oldest and most renowned 
counties in the history of New York. Among that 
people he was born; among them he had gained 
an enviable character for purity of purpose, and 
for honor and fidelity in all the relations of life; 
among them he lived in the affectionate regards of 
numerous friends, and in the universal respect and 
confidence of his fellow-citizens, of all classes and 
parties. In his untimely death, his district sus- 
tains an irreparable luss, the State is bereaved of 
one of her worthiest sons, and this House has 
parted with a member whose life and conversation 
were an honor to its body. 

Sir, it is not my office to speak of the admonition 
to us who survive that comes from the early grave 
of one of our fellows. It cannot fail, however, 
sir, to teach us “‘what shadows we are,” and, ar- 
resting us in the midst of this scene of active and 
exciling employment, it must remind us “what 
shadows we pursue.”’ 

Mr. CURTIS thereupon submitted the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, That this House has heard with deep 
sensibisity of the death of the Hon. Anson Baown, 
a member from the State of New York, which 
took place at his residence, at Ballston Spa, on the 
14th instant. 

Resolved, That, as a mark of respect for the me- 
mory of the deceased, the members of this House 
will wear crape on the left arm for the space of 
thirty days. 

Which resolutions being unanimously adopted, 
thereupon the House, on motion of Mr. CURTIS, 

Adjourned. 
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IN SENATE, 
Fripay, June 19, 1840. 


The VICE SRESIDENT submitted a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, showing, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, the 
amount of revenue received between the end of 
the last fiscal year and the first of the present 
month; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

The following is an abstract of the report: 





Received from customs - - $6,091,951 
lands - - 1,396,202 

miscellaneous - 32,676 

$7,520,837 

Collected from former deposite banks 522,128 
Issue of new Treasury notes - 1,427,166 





Mr. HUBBARD presented a petition from 
sundry citizens of Racine, Wiskonsin Territory; 
also, two petitions from the citizens of Southport 
and Milwaukie, ail praying for the construction 
of a harbor at , on Lake Michigan. Referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presenied the petition of 
sundry citizens of Dutchess county, New York, 
praying for the passage of a general bankrupt 
law; which was read, and laid on the table. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of the widow 
of Jchn Vance, a soldier of the Revolution; which 
was referred to the Commitiee on Pensivuns. 

Mr. LUNN presented a memorial from Richard 
O. Davidson, praying an appropriation to test the 
practicability of an invention to carry the mails 
ef the United States through the air; which was 
laid en the table. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committce on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Therese Malette, widow 
of Caspard Pheole; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

The resolution submitted some days since, by 
Mr. Watxea, for the appointment of a select com- 
mMiltee to inquire into the propriety of selecting Re- 
porters for the Senate, was taken up, and after be- 
ing discussed by Messrs. WALKER, TAPPAN, 
CLAY of Kentucky, NORVELL, ALLEN, AN- 
DERSON, KING, and CLAY of Alabama, its 
further consideration was postponed for the pre- 
sent. 

On motion by Mr. WEBSTER, the bill to autho- 








474 


rize the Mount Carmel and New Alabany Railroad 
Company, to enter, ona credit, a quantity of land 
to aid the company in the construction of a railroad 
from New Aljibony, in the State of Indiana, to 
Mount Carme!, in the State of Illinois, was taken 
up, as in committee of the whole; and after discus- 
sien by Messrs. WEBSTER, BENTON, LINN, 
YOUNG, and WHITE, 

Mr. BENTON moved for its indefinite postpone- 
ment; which was lost—ayes 12, noes 16, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—-Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Calhoun, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Roane, 
Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, and Wrighi—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Davis, Dixon, Henderson, 
Huntington, King, Knight, Linn, Merrick, Nicho- 
las, Norvell, Prentiss, Smith of Indiana, Tall- 
madge, Webster, White, and Young—16. 

On motion, 

The Senate adjourned until Monday next. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, June 19, 1840. 

The CHAIR having announced that reports of 
committees were first in order— 

Mr. HUBBARD of Alabama, from the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, reported back to the 
House, without amendment, Senate bill, entitled 
“An act to relinquish the reversionary interest of 
the United States to a reversion in the State of Ala- 
bama;” which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Also, reported back, without amendment, Senate 
bill, entitled, “*An act authorizing the Siates to tax 
any lands within their limits, sold by the United 
States,” which, after a few remarks by Mr. HUB- 
BARD in favor of the immediate passage of the 
bill, and Mr. TILLINGHAST in favor of its com- 
miiment— 

On motion of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, it was com- 
mitted to che Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. H. also reported back to the House, without 
amendment, Senate bill, entitled “An act for the 
relief of certain settlers on the public lands, who 
were deprived of the benefits of the act granting 
pre-emption rights,” which was approved on the 
19th June, 1834. 

Mr. H. made some remarks explanatory of the 
principle of the bill; and moved, that instead of 
taking the usual course of reference, it be putupon 
ils passage. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST made some remarks in 
opposition to that motion, and moved that it be re- 
ferred io the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. CRABB considered that the principle of the 
bill had been settled in the pre-emption act already 
passed, which bili was much stronger in principle 
than this He was opposed to the commitment. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland spoke of the frauds 
which had been committed upon the Creek reser- 
vations in Alabama, and was opposed to the pas- 
sege of any bill of the kiad to settle claims on the 
reservations till the commission which had charge 
of the subject shall have made a report in fall. 

Mr. CRABB, in relation to the frauds referred to 
by the gentleman from Maryland,replied, that ifthey 
existed to the extent spoken of, they were not com- 
mitted by citizens of Alabama, but by citizens of 
Maryland as well as the citizens of other States. 
He had heard a great deal said about friendship 
for those who lived in log cabins; he wished to see 
Some evidence of it. Every triend of the log cabin 
boys would, and ought to vote for this bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland cared not whether 
the frauds were commitied by citizens of Mary- 
land or Alabama, or any other State, or by those 
living in log cabins, or by those living in palaces; 
he was opposed to them, and would condemn them 
wherever they existed,or by whomsvever committed. 
He wanted time to examine the bill, and he hoped 
it would be committed for that purpose. 

Mr. BRIGGS was opposed to committing the 
bill to the Committee on the state of the Union. 
It was a private claim, and he saw no good reason 
why itshould have an earlier or more favorable con- 
sideration than other private claims before the com- 
mittes. He therefore moved that it be referred to 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the Commitiee of the Whole, instead of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union as proposed. 

Mr. LINCOLN also spoke in favor of giving 
this bill the same direction as other private claims. 
It involved a principle different from that in the 
pre-emption Jaw, as asserted by the gentleman 
from Alabama, [Mr. Crase } 

Mr. TURNEY had always voted for these pre- 
emption rights, but he was opposed to having the 
morning hour consumed on a question of reference, 
or of putting the bill outof its proper channel, if 
it was determined, instead of referring the bill, to 
have action upon it; and for the purpose of getting 
at the question, he moved to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama demanded the 
yeas and nays on that motion; which were not 
ordered. 

At the suggestion of several, and for the pur- 
pose of having the bill referred, Mr. TURNEY 
withdrew his motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. GRAVES renewed the motion to lay on the 
table. 

Mr. CRABB asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were refused. 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 
laid on the table, on count by ayes and noes. 

Mr. GRAVES said he heard a gentleman inti- 
mate his intention to move to reconsider the vote; 
he therefore made the motion to reconsider now. 

Mr. CRABB hoped the House would grant him 
the yeas and nays on that motion; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 107, nays 64, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Briggs, Albert 
G. Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, 
Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Mark A. Cooper, 
William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cross, 
Cushing, Dana, Davee, Dvies, John Davis, J. W. Davis, 
Dellet, Doan, Doig, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, For- 
nance, Galbraith, Gerry, Giddings, Goode, Griffin, Habersham, 
Hand, J. Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Henry, Hillen, Hook, 
Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph Johuson,Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John ’. Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, Leonard, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan MeCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Miller, Montanya, Samuel W. Morris, Parrish, Petrikin, 
Prentiss, Ramsey, Rariden, Reynolds, Ridgway, Robinson, 
Ryall, Shaw, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Taliaferro, 
Taylor, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpocl, David D. 
Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and John T. H- 
Worthington—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Landaff W. Andrews, Baker, 
Bond, Botts, Brockway, Sampson H. Butler, Calhoun, William 
B. Campbell, Chittenden, Clark, Connor, Cranston, Dawson, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dromgoole, Evans, Floyd, Gates, Gen- 
try, Goggin, Graham, Graves, Hall, Wm. 8S. Hastings, 
Hill of North Carolina, Jackson, James, Chas. Johnston, 
William Cost Johnsen, Kempshall, Lincoln, Marvin, 
Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Newhard, 
Ogle, Osborue, Palen, Paynter, Peck, James Rogers, Salton- 
stall, Samuels, Sergeant, Simonton, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Storrs, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Edward D. White, Thomas 
W. Williams, and Lewis Willianms—64. 


So the vote to lay the bill on the table was recon- 
sidered; and 

The question recurring on the motion to lay on 
the table, it was negatived; and the bill was then 
referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, made adverse reports on the petitions of Ja- 
cob Houseman and William C. Bethe'l. Also, 
made a report on the memorial of the Montgo- 
mery Railroad Company, praying the right of way 
through the public lands, discharging the said com- 
mittee from its further consideration on the ground 
that a general bill bad been reported for the attain- 
ment of that object. Also, made an adverse report 
on the petition of David R. Mitchell. On motion 
of Mr. H. the committee was also discharged from 
the further consideration of certaia memorials froin 
the Legislative Council of the Territory of Iowa. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Elisha Moreland, Robert J. 
Kennedy, and Madison C. Lewis; and a bill for 
the relief of Joseph Wilson of Lauderdale; which 
bills were read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mitte of the Whole. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, rsported a bill for the relief of Henry 
Nuringham; which was read twice, and committed 
to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CRARY, from the same committee, reported 
back to the House, without amendment, Senate bill, 
entitled “An act to create an additional land office 
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in the State of Michigan and for other purpose,. 
which was committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, the Commitiee on 
the Pablic Lands was discharged from the furthe; 
consideration of the resolution of the Legislature o; 
Michigan in relation to the University lands; ang 
from the memorial for a bounty in land to the com. 
missioned officers of the war of 1812. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on the Post Of. 
fice and Post Roads, reported back to the House th 
bill for the establishment of certain post routes jy 
the Territory of Iowa, and to discontinue othe; 
therein named ; which was referred to the Commi. 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the committee wa, 
discharged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tition of James T. Feas; and it was ordered to jie 
on the table. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the Commitiee on the 
Judiciary, reported back to the House, withoy 
amendment, Senate bill, entitled “An act to amend 
an act approved 18th January, 1839, entitled an ac: 
to amend an act entitled an act to require the Judge 
of the District of East and West Tennessee, to hold 
a court at Jackson, in said State, approved June 
18, 1838, and for other purposes.” 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, the bill was now 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. SERGEANT also reported back to the 
House, from the same committee, without amend. 
ment, Senate bill entitled an act to establisha 
board of claims, to hear and examine claim; 
against the United States; 

Also reported back, without amendment, Senate 
bill entitled an act to authorize the payment of 
equitable commissions to the agents or attorneys of 
persons in whose favor awards have been made, 
under three annual treaties between the United 
States and certain foreign powers; which awards 
have been retained in the Treasury, in payment of 
debts due to the United States; and 

Senate bill entitled an act respecting the heirs of 
Agnes Dundas; 

Which bills were severally referred to the Con- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, reported 
back to the House, without amendment, Senate 
bill entitled an act in addition to an act respecting 
the judicial system of the United States; which Mr. 
S. asked might be put upon its passage, if there 
was no objection; but the morning hour having ex- 
pired, 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Banks in the chair) 
and resumed the consideration of the 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. EVANS, who wasentitled to the floor, exa- 
mined into the state of the currency atdifferent peri- 
ods since the formationof the Government, and the 
course of the past and present Administrations with 
reference to it; which course he censured, and to 
which he attributed all the present evils of the 
times. He examined the bill under discussion, and 
gave his reasons why he would not vote for it. 
He spoke till the hour of 24 o'clock, at which 
ume 

Mr. TILLINGHAST obtained the floor, and 
the House took its usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. TLLLINGHAST spoke until half past eight 
o’clock, in oppusition to the bill. He examined it 
in all its bearings, with a view toshow that it would 
not prove so good a regulator of the currency as 4 
Bank of the United States. 

After he had concluded, 

Mr. COLQUITT obtained the floor; when the 
committee rose, and 

The House, at half past eight o’clock, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, June 20, 1840. 
Senate bill entitled “An act in addition to the act 
restricting the judicial system of the United States,” 
which was reported back from the Committee on 





the Judiciary on Saturday, was read the third time. 


and passed. 
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rpose . CHAIR announced that the next business 
of the rier was the following resolution, reported 


lee on 
further 


"the Committee on Commerce a few days ago, 




















psolved, That the report and chart ef the sur- 





















ture of Ip of the harbors of Beaufort and Wilmington, 
S; and [apNorth Carolina, communicated to this House 
2 com. he Secretary of the Navy, and the report of 
chart of the surveys of the Southern coast, from 
ost Of. e island, ia Georgia, to Hunting island, in 
use the ih Carolina, prepared by Lieut. Wilkes, be 
ites ig Mepegraphed; and that 2,500 of each report and 
others rt be pubtished. ; 
mmit. (ear. FETRUKIN opposed the adoption of the re- 
nion, yon, because he believed the matter of lithogra- 
© Was had become a thing of local speculation. He 
he pe. fin spoke of the manner in which the lithograph- 
| to lie had been conducted. — : 
fr. HABERSHAM said he was obliged te con- 
on the [mpde that, from the manner of the objection of the 
‘ithou, [gpiieman from Pennsylvania, he was entirely 
amend rant of its merits or claims. If he had inquired 
anact fap its merits, there certainly could not have been 
Judge objection from him. Mr. H. then showed the 
10 hold get importance of the chart, and advocated the 
| June age of the resolution. 
{r, BRIGGS had no doubt that the chart was a 
S now itorious one, but he was opposed to having it 
ted until there was a thorough investigation in- 
© the (ggbe manner in which the lithographing had been 
mend. [age He then cited an instance in which a chart 
lish a been engraved by order of the Senate, and the 
claims Mee Uthographed by order of the House, and that 
at the instance of the House cost double as 
Senate h as that ordered by the Senate. It should not 
ent of M@lihographed unless the House was better in- 
eys of ed of the expense. He would then go for the 
made, lution. ; 
United Mer. DAVIS of Indiana moved to amend the re- 
wards Mpiion by adding the following: “and also to have 
ent of faeed, in like manner, 5,000 copies of the geolo- 
| report lately submitted to this House, for the 
eirs of feof the members thereof, under the direction of 
Topograpical Bureau.” 
Com- @pir. C. spoke of the ability of the above paper, 
of the (ge characterized it as one of the best of the kind 
rsubmitted to the House. ‘Io save the time of 
ported ff House, he moved the previous question. 
Senate r. STEENROD moved to lay the resolution on 
ecting fe table. 
h Mr. fem. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 
there fgech having been ordered, were—yeas 71, nays 
ng ex- 
Bo the House refused to lay the resolution on the 
se re- fle. 
Jouse Pele question recurring on the call for the pre- 
chair) J's question, there was a second; and the ques- 
now being, “Shall the main question be now 
n 
exa- Mr. BRIGGS demanded the yeas and nays; 
- peri- ich the House refused. 
id the 0 the main question having been ordered to be 
swith f.and the question being, “Shall the resolution 
nd to #B” 
f the 9Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 
n, and ch were ordered. 
for it. he CHAIR said, upon an examination of the 
which endment, he found that there was another and 
ilar motion pending, and the amendment was 
and §, therefore, in order; and the question would be 
the adoption of the original resolution. 
t. PETRIKIN moved to lay the resolution on 
eight JP able; which the House refused to do. 
ned it ## he question was then taken on the adoption of 
vould resulation, and it was passed—yeas 93, nays 
asa as follows: 
EAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Judson Allen, John W. 
1, Hugh J. Anderson, Andrews, Biddle, Bond, Brockway, 
tG. Brown, Sampsen H. Butler, Calhoun, Carter, Chinn, 
n the k, Clifford, Colquitt, Crabb, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, 
ss, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Edward Davies, John 
Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, 
red. mgoole, Evans, Everett, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, 
zin, Goode, Graham, Griffin, Habersham, Hand, Wm, 8, 
tings, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Va. Hoffman, Holmes, W. 
t Johason, Kempshall, King, Leonard, Lincoln, Lowell, 
Kay, Marchand, Mason, Monroe, Montanya, Morgan, Nay- 
e act Osborne, Palen, Peck, Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Rids- 
” . Edward Rogers, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepard, Simon- 
ites, Albert Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Sumter, Waddy 
On MPnpson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Uoder- 
time. Peter J. Wagaer, Warren, Edwaid D. White, Wick, 






. Williams, and J. L. Williams—93. 
AYS—Messrs. Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirno, Blackwell 
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Boyd, Briggs, Burke, William O. Butler, Wm. B. Campbe!l, 
Carr, Casey, Chapman, M. A. Cooper, Wm_ R. Cooper, Craig, 
Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fletcher, Galbraith, 
Gerry, Giddings, Hall, Hammond, John Hastings, Hawkins, 
Hili of North Carolina, Holieman. Hook, Hopkins, Hubbard, 
Jackson, James, Jameson, Chas. Johnston, J. Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, N. Jones, John W, Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, 
Lewis, ‘Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, Miller, Mitchell, Mont- 
gomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rariden, Rey- 
nolda, Samuels, Shaw, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
Taylor, Jacob Thompson, Turney, David D. Wagener, Wat- 
terson, Weller, Jared W. Williams, and Lewis Williams—8&2. 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the rules were 
suspended, and the House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the whole House on the state of the 
Union, and resumed the consideration of the Inde- 
pendent Treasury bill. 

Mr. COLQUITT being entitled to the floor, after 
some introductory remarks, in which he showed 
the necessity of separating prejudice and feeling 
from debates on all questions, and the liability of 
every one to be led astray by such influences, he 
showed that the people had now become too wise 
to be satisfied with mere declarations of zeal for 
rights, and required a more satisfactory kind of 
evidence, viz. the actions of their servants. 

It had been said that the bill before the commit- 
tee was fraught with ruin, with desolation, and 
with wo. it therefore became their duty to ex- 
amine it dispassionately, and by the rule of reason, 
instead of violent declamation or party prejudice, 
to judge of its merits. 

As the Opposition, in a body, were censuring 
this measure, he contended that they were bound to 
propose some other plan to the country for accom- 
plishing the desired end. It would not answer, 
that individuals should get up on the floor and de- 
nounce the bill, and talk about an antagonistical 
measure. It was the duty of the party to propose 
some measure which they considered would an- 
wer the end. 

From what had been said, there could be no 
doubt but that a National Bank was the favorite 
scheme of the Opposition, Then why did they 
not at once come out boldly, and propose 
that measure to the people. This, however, he 
presumed would not be safe, as in some paris of 
the country such a proposition would not answer. 
Hence thiscrooked policy of opposing this bill, 
without having the courage to propose any thing 
in its stead. It was far more easy for them to run 
foul of this measure, than to proposeany thing else. 

Mr. C. then at some length argued the question 
of the constitutionality of a National Bank, and 
contended that the advocates of such an iastiution 
could not sustain their position for a mément, if 
they took the Constitution in its plain literal mean- 
ing. At the time the Constitution was framed, 
there were living too many men, whose rags and 
hardships proved they knew the value of freedom, 
to think of protecting a great moneyed interest, to 
the exclusion, and at the expense, of all the rest. 
Whether a man got his living by the saw or the 
plane, or served behind the counter, the Constitu- 
tion was designed to throw the mant'e of protection 
around all classes, instead of sacrificing them at 
the shrine of a great moneyed institution, for the 
support of men who were too idle to earn their 
bread by industry, and too proud to work. 

He then read numerous authorities, showing the 
very “consistent” course of the old United States 
Bank, and that during its existence, instead of 
securing prosperity to the country, it caused no- 
thing but distress and insolvency. 

After adverting to all these facts, he asked with 
what consisiency the Opposition could charge that 
this bill would bring rain and distress, when such 
alone were the bitter fruits of the system they were 
seeking to establish, Let gentlemen, when they 
speak of “hard times,” not forget to tell their con- 
stituents what kind of times there were when that 
bank was in operation. 

In the course of his remarks he alluded to the 
charge of the Opposition, that, by destroying the 
banks, credit would be destroyed at the same time, 
He denied this, and contended that credit had al- 
‘Ways existed long before the existence of banks, 
and that the honest and industrious man could 
always getcredit. Banks were not the founda- 
tion, but the abusers of credit, 
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By way of illustration, Mr. C. caused to be read 
the letter of Governor Throop on the subject. In 
the course of the reading, several of the Whig 
party objected to its introduction, on the grownd 
that it consumed the time of the House. Bat, 
as its introduction was strictly relavent, their ob- 
jection did not prevent its being read through. 

The remarks of Mr. C. will appear in full here- 
after. 

Mr. RHETT then took the floor, and, at much 
length, replied to the various objections urged 
against the bill, which he contended was the mea- 
sure of the people and for the benefit of the people. 
He had not concluded at 24 o’clock, at which 
time the House took the usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, the House went again into Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and 

Mr. RHETT resumed his remarks in reply to 
the several! objections urged against the bill. After 
showing that the banks of England and France, 
could not be referred to as arguments for a National 
Bank in this country, which was not to be responsi- 
ble to Government, he wenton to show, what in 
his opinion was the cheapest mode of collecting the 
revenue. He contended that the cheapest and 
most Republican of collecting the taxes, and what 
would be least burdensome to the people, was by 
direct taxation. Indirect taxation was objection- 
able for many reasons. The first was that the 
people were not conscious of the amount of taxes 
they were paying. Again, five times the amount 
could be collected by indirect taxation that would 
be submitted to by direct taxation. Thus it was 
an admirable contrivance for tyranny to conceal 
trom the people what they were actually paying. 
He also showed the evils of such a system in case 
of war, when importations ceasing, the very means 
by which Government depended for its support 
would be cut off. 

Mr. R. proceeded to show that the evils arising 
from the fluctuation in prices, etc. were attributa- 
ble solely to the banking system, for the support of 
which this tariff system had been fostered. He 
contended that the banking system was not neces- 
sary for the business of the country, and that were 
it not for that expansions and contracuons of those 
institutions, and their occasional suspension of 
specie payments, that business would move on with 
regularity. 

He did not mean to be understood as contending 
that there should be no banking. If capitalists is- 
sued their paper, and were able to redeem that pa- 
per, he had no objection to it. What he objected 
to was that the arm of Government should inter- 
fere for the purpose of gaining facilities to these 
banks beyond their means. The banking sy#tem 
could never be destroyed. If it were possible to 
destroy all the banks to-morrow, the system would 
remain. The interchange of paper between indi- 
viduals could not be prevented. His sole object ia 
supporting this measure was the establishment of a 
system for the proper collection and safekeeping 
of the public money. If it went beyond that, or 
had any other object in view, he should deem it 
unconstitutional. 

Mr. R. after adverting to the oppressive conduct 
of the United States Bank, and examining the exag- 
gerated statements as to the use of such banks, said, 
yet this was the very state of things that the Oppo 
sition sought to re-establish. They wished to place 
us again in the power of banks, who, in case of 
another war, could say they would or would not 
pay their debts, just as they pleased. All these 
dangers he considered would be effectually avoided 
by the adoption of this Independent Treasury sys- 
tem. 

As for a National Bank, the grand alternative of 
this great system, he should say but little. It was 
neediess for him to argue the unconstitutionality of 
such an institation. He wasa State Rights man, 
and contended that if such a Bank were 
necessary, then all the people. of the 
country whom it was to affect, should 
govern and rule it. He then went on to show that 
the existence of such a bank was inconsistent with 
the independence of the States, and adduced in 
stances when, under the old United States Bank, the 
State institutions were made to saccumb to her su. 
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petior strength. He admitted that one of the effects 
of the prevent measure would be a restriction of 
State influence; but it would be nothing, compared 
with the oppression of a National Bauk. The pro- 
visions of this bill were calculated to operate with- 
out partiality, and it would be evident that we 
ought always to base our legislation on the great 
fundamental principle of equal rights, etc. 

Mr. R. concluded by saying that he had merely 
glanced at the various important principles involved, 
as he did not wish to detain the committee, for 
if it was proper the bill should pass at all, it was 
necessary that it should pass speedily. 


Mr. DAVID D. WAGENER, after some preli- 
minary remarks, proceeded to notice the objection 
raised by Mr. Evans on yesterday, viz: that this 
bill was pressed to the exclusion of the appropria- 
tion bills. Mr. W. could not suppress his surprise 
and astonishment at such an objection. In the 
early part of the seision, were not the Opposition 
continually taunting the honurable chairman of the 
Ways and Means, and asking him why he did not 
bring forward the bill? Were they not continually 
insinuating that the Administration party dare not, 
and would not bring forward the bill? And now, 
forsooth, when the bill was brought forward, these 
very same gentlemen were complaining about “‘de- 
lay of the appropriation bills, eic.” 

Mr. W. then proceeded to notice the great out- 
cry which had been raised in relation to the “war 
of Govenment upon the banks.” He showed that 
this charge was as ridiculous as it was unfounded. 
The act of June, 1836, empowered the Secretary to 
deposite the public money in such banks as paid 
specie for their notes, and which did not issue notes 
of a less denomination than five dollars. Now as 
soon as the banks refused to pay specie, by the 
words of the law, they ceased to be depositories. 
After their suspension the Secretary had no power 
to continue their use as depositories. Was the 
committee, then, willing to continue the immense 
power and responsibility of disposing of the money 
in the hands of the Secretary, under the supervi- 
sion of the President? Had not the President 
called upon them repeatedly for the passage of this 
bill establishing additional safeguards, and had not 
those calls been as repeatedly unheeded. He was 
surprised at the language of the gentleman from 
Ma:sachusetts the other day, censuring the Execu- 
tive in relation to these banks, when he must have 
known that the law was imperative, and that when 
the banks ceased to pay specie, from that mcment 
they could no longer be depositories. 

Mr. W. then took a review of the shameful 
course pursued by the old United States Bank, and 
asked whether gentlemen were really willing for 
the re-establishment of another institution, which 
must and would produce similar resuits. In the 
course of his remarks on this branch of the sub- 
ject, he introduced a curious piece of evidence to 
prove the unconstitationality of such a Bank. It 
was no other than a report made by Mr. Clay of 
Kentucky, in the Senate, in 1811, on a memorial 
from the stockholders of the Bank, asking an ex- 
tension of one year for the purpose of winding up 
its affairs. That report stated that “as they did 
not consider a Bank of the United States as consti- 
tutional, they could not grant the prayer,” etc. 
Mr. W. said he merely referred to this for the be- 
nefit of the Opposition, that they might know what 
the opinions of Mr. Clay were at that time. 


He next took a survey of all the circumstances 
connected with the employment of the State banks, 
and showed most clearly that their separation from 
Government was entirely their own act, in sus- 
pending specie payments, and not by any compul- 
sory measure on the part of Government. 

Mr. W. then replied at length to the various ob- 
jections urged against the present bill, and showed 
that such objections needed only to be examined to 
be confuted. In the course of his remarks, he in- 
troduced a speech of Mr. Webster in 1816, on the 
currency, in which was the following remarkable 
sentence: “the sooner you colleet your money in 
goid and silver, the better.” 

Mr. W. made also other extracts, which will be 
i a as soon as his remarks can be written out in 
full. 

Mr. COOPER of Penasylvania next took the 


— 
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floor, and on his motion the committee rose: ayes 
45, noes 44, 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved to adjourn. 

Hr. HUBBARD demanded the yeas and nays; 
which being ordered, were—yeas 54, nays 51. 

YEAS--Messrs. Adams, Alford, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, 
Black, Brockway, Sampson H. Butler, Bynum, Calhoun, 
William B. Campbell, Casey, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cranston, Cushing, Edward Davies, Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, 
Everett, Galbraith, James Garland, Goode, Green, William 3. 
Hastings, Hawes, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, James, Kemp- 
shail, King, Marvin, Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, Petrikin, Pope, 
Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Slade, Storrs, 
Stuart, Sumter, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, 
P. J. Wagner, Warren, and Thomas W. Williams—54. 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Alien, John W. Allen, H. J. Ander- 
son, Banks, Beirne, Blackwell, William O. Butler, Carr, Car- 
roll, Carter, Clifford, Connor, Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Dana, 
Davee, John Davis, Doan, Doig, Earl, Fisher, Floyd, Gerry, 
Hammond, Hand, Hill of North Carolina, Holleman. Hubbard, 
Cave Johnson, Nathanie] Jones, John W. Jones, Kille, Lucas, 
McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Montanya, Newhard, Parmen- 
ter, Parris, Paynter, Prentiss, Rhett, Samuels, Albert Smith, 
Steenrod, Swearingen, Sweney, J. Thoinpson, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, and Henry Williame—51. 7 

So at half past five, the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Monpay, June 22, 1840. 

Mr. TAPPAN rose and said, that when the reso- 
lution submitted some days since by the Senator 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Wavker,} in relation to the 
Reporters for the Senate, was before the body, he 
had incidentally made the remark that we had fre- 
quently elected officers of different politics from a 
majority of the Senate. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Cray] asked me in a somewhat ban- 
tering manner, to name an instance, and I replied 
by naming the Chaplain of the Senate. I did this 
on information from sources, which I deemed sa- 
tisfactory, that his political sentiments were such 
as I represented them to be. Mr. T. said, that he 
had since been informed by the Chapiain that his 
assertion was incorrect. That he belonged to 
neither of the political parties of the country. That 
he conceived it to be his duty, as a minister of the 
Gospel, to abstain from any interference in politi- 
cal matters, considering that it would have a ten- 
dency to limit his usefulness, and prevent him do- 
ing as much good as he was desirous of doing. 
Every man, of course, knows his sentiments best, 
and Mr. T. felt convinced that he had done the 
Chaplain injustice in the remark he had made. 
Feeling thus, it gave him great pleasure to retract 
the statement. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from 
merchants of New York and other citizens, on the 
subject of the bankrupt law, declaring that what- 
ever was their opinion of the expediercy of pass- 
ing such a law at this time, they were all agreed 
that the consent of the majority of the interest of 
creditors should be made necessary to the release 
of the debtor, and that the bill should not go into 
effect till one year afier its passage. 

The memorial, on motion of Mr. W. was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred 

The memoria! of David Green, and 

The memorial of the administratrix of G. W. 
Owen, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which the 
petitions and the joint resolution for the relief of 
the sufferers by the tornado at Natchez had been 
referred, reported the joint resolution back, with 
an amendment, authorizing the Planters’ Bankand 
the Agricultural Bank of Natchez to retain the pub- 
lic money now in their hands three years longer, 
from the 8th of July next, in ease those banks 
would accept the offer, for the purpose of relieving 
the sufferers in question, the banks alone to con- 
tinue responsible to this Government. The amend- 
ment was read, ordered to be printed, and laid on 
ihe table, Mr. W. giving notice that he should call 
up the bill as seon as convenient. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred House bills 

For the relief of Josiah Strong; 

For the relief of Samuel Brown; 

For the relief of John Allison; 

For the relief of William York; 

For the relief of John Black; 

For the relief of Thomas Collins; 

For the relief of John H. Lincoln; 


a 
a 





— 

For the relief of Hiram Saul; Mr. - 
For the relief of Nathaniel Davis; sjon 1 
For the relief of Barton Hooper; and ) reo 

For the relief of Isaac Justuce; After & 

severally reported the same without amen “ sue 


and recommenied their indefinite postponement, ’ Se 

Mr. PIERCE, from the same committee to 
which was referred House bills ' 

For the relief of Peter W. Short; 

For the relief of Israel Parsons; and 

For the relief of Medad Cook; 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pension; 
to which was referred House bills ; 

For the relief of Samuel M. Asbury; 

For the relief of James Bailey; 

For the relief of William Sloan; 

For the relief of Levi M. Roberts; and 

For the relief of John Davis; 
severally made adverse reports there’: . 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which was 
refered House bill 

For the relief of Sylvester Tiffany, 
reported the same without ainendment. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pep. 
sions, to which was referred bills from the House 

For the relief of Myion Chapin; 

For the relief of Joseph W. Knipe; 

For the relief of Simeon Knight; 

For the relief of Robert Lucas; 

For the relief of Wilfred Knott; 

For the relief of William Poole; 
reported the same without amendment, and recom. 
mended their indefinite postponement. 

Mr. P. form the same committee, reported the 
bill for the relief of Seneca Rider. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition 
of Joshua Knunedy, assignee of George Tucker, 
reported a bill for his relief; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 
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Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na-Mpyents, th 
val Affairs, reported a joint resolution to authorize J majori 
the Secretary of the Navy to purchase repeating Main the | 
rifles and pistols for the use of the navy; which Miyere ord 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. Mr. I 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, Mnents, ¥ 
to which was referred the memorial of American Mr. V 
citizens, resident at Malaga, respecting a burial Mens of 
place, asked to be discharged from its further con- Mbankrup 
sideration, which was agreed to. by bim 

The jeint resolution tor the relief of Langtree and Hiyere lai 
O’Sullivan; The § 


The bill for the ‘relief of certain companies of 
Missouri volunteers; H 
The bill for the relief of the executor of Thomas 


Cooper, deceased; Mr. ¢ 
A bill to refund a fine, imposed under the sedition ithe Hot 
law, to the heirs of Matthew Lyon, deceased; or the 
were severally considered as in committee of @ Whe 
the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third provide 
reading. ef, an 
The bill giving the assent of Congress to the acts Hivas tal 
of Virginia incorporating the Falmouth and Alex- Byhole o 
andria Railroad Company, and for other purposes, MMay | 
was taken up as in committee of the whole, and, Mime; a 
after a very interesting and animated debate, in Mis prope 
which Messrs. TAPPAN, MERRICK, ALLEN, Bw. as 
ROANE, WALKER, WALL, BUCHANAN, Bf the 
CRITTENDEN, SMITH of Connecticut, HUB- Bacted o1 
BARD, and CALHOUN participated—the ques Resol 
tion, on a motion by Mr. TAPPAN to strike ou! fom 
the third section of the bill containing the appropri: Friday 


ation of 300,000 dollars, being taken, it was decided Ho 


in the negative, by yeas and nays, as follows: such a 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Beaton, eee 


Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Hubbard, Liao, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Pierce, Robinson, Smith of Coo- 
necticut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, Wil 
liams, Wright, and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, ‘Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Hen- 
derson, Huntington, King, Knight, Merrick, Nicho- 
las, Norvell, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Roane, 
Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
Walker, Webster, and White—25. 

Mr. TAPPAN offered an amendment, requiring 
such security for carrying the mail as the Secretary 
of the Treasury should deem sufficjent. 
























=F ENTISS offered as a substitute, a pro- 
= hs “5 lien on that part of the road within the 
ae 8 brief conversation, the action on the bill 
ed. 
nen,” GySTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 


at, The Senate, on motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, 
+ to Mook up the bill (from the Select Commitiee) esta- 
jishing a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
vat the United States. : 
Mr CRITTEN DEN, from the Select Commit- 
submitted various minor amendments, which 
ore severally agreed to. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON, having offered two or 
hree minor amendments, which were agreed to, 
oved to amend the bill by securing from its ope- 
tion the rights of married women, and liens and 
portgages on property, all as established by State 
gs, so far as would not be inconsistent with cer- 
ain provisions of this bill. This amendment had 
necial reference to the laws and usages of Lou- 
siana. 
Mt. WRIGHT opposed this amendment with 
eat earnestness, particularly as going to sanctien 
P references Which the Senate had expressly ex- 
en- ed. 
use i. WEBSTER argued at some length that 
here Was nothing of such preferences in this 
mendment. 
Messrs. MOUTON, WALL,WALKER, PREN- 
{83, and CRITTENDEN also participated in the 
ng and intricate debate on this amendment. | 
The amendment was then agreed to by yeas and 


LOR, 


| Was 










com: Mays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Clayton, Crittenden, 
d the Mavis, Dixon, Henderson, Huntington, King, 
. night, Linn, Meirick, Mouton, Nicholas, Nor- 
ivale Mell, Phelps, Porter, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
tition Mfulimadge, Walker, and Webster—21. 
cker, @ NAYS—Messrs. Lumpkin, Pierce, Robinson, 
» 40d MBtorgeon, Wall, White, Williams, and Wright—8. 

Mr. WRIGHT submitted a variety of amend- 
1 Na: Minents, the most important of which was to require 
\orize MH majority of interest of the creditors, in order to ob- 
ating Main ihe release of the debtor. These amendments 
vhich Hivere ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RUGGLES also offered several amend- 
erce, Mments, which were ordered to be printed. 
rican Mr. WRIGHT presented two memorials of citi- 
arial 


ns of New York, on the subject of the proposed 
'Con- Mbankrupt law, similar in tenor to those submitted 
by him at the commencement of the sitting; which 
















> and Miwere laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
The Sena’e then adjourned. 
ies of 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
omas Monpay, June 22, 1840. 

Mr. CLIFFORD asked the general consent of 
lition the House to submit a resolution; which was read 
or the information of the House as follows: 
ee of @ Whereas Senate bill 127, entitled an act to 
third Mprovide for the collection, safekeeping, trans- 

et, and disbursement of the public revenue, 
) acs Hivas taken up in the Committee of the Whole 
Alex: Mwhole on the state of the Union on the 20th of 
poses, MMay last, and has been under discussion to this 
and, Hime; and whereas the period has arrived when it 
te, in Mis proper to close the present session of Congress 
LEN, Mv. as little delay as possible; and whereas much 
NAN, Hof the indispensable public business is yet to be 
1UB- acted on; therefore 


ques: 
E oul 
ropri- 
cided 


Resolved, That the said committee be discharged 
from the consideration of said bill, from and after 
Friday next, unless the same shall be reported to 
the House at an earlier day; and that said bill, with 
such amendments, if amy, as shall have been 


anton, fedopted in said committee, shall be taken up in the 
Lion, @House on Saturday next, at 12 o’clock noon, and 
‘Con- He the special order, until finally disposed of, re- 
Wil- Brving to said committee the right, according to 


the rules of the House, to report the same sooner 


yton, J! the discussion shall terminate. _ 

Hen- § Mr. WISE objected to the reception of the reso- 

icho- #§'Ution; and 

oane, § Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and nays. 

adge, @ Mr. WISE moved a call of the House; which 
Was ordered, and in, when 128 members 


airing '"SWered to their names; the list of absentees was 
over, until 159 answered to their names; 
? 
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On motion of Mr. GALBRAITH, all further 
proceeding in the call was dispensed with. 

The question recurring on the motion to suspend 
the rules, and the yeas and nays having been or- 
dered, were taken, and were—yeas 109, nays 76, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Wm 
O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroil, Casey, Chinn, Clifford, Col- 
— Connor, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Dana, Davee, 
ohn Davis, J, W. Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Dromzgoole, 
Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, For- 
nance, Galbraith, Gerry, Goggin, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, 
J. Hastings. Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hook, Hopkins, 
Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave John- 
son, Nathaniel! Jones, John W. Jones, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, 
Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Edward 
Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Swearingen, 


Sweney, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, Turney, David  D. 
Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, and Joseph L. Williams—109. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Andrews, Baker, Bell, 
Biddie, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Caihoun, John Campbell, 
Wm. P. Campbell, Carter, Chittenden, James Cooper, Crabb, 
Cranston, Curtis, Davies, Garret Davis, Deberry, Dennis, 


Dellet, Evans, Everett, James Garjand, Gates, Gen- 
try, Goode, Habersham, Hal!, William 8S. Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, James, Jeni- 
fer, Charles Johnston, Keimpshall, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, 


Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, 
Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Peter J. Wagner, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher II. Wil- 
liams, and Wise—76. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules, there 
not being two-thirds. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the rules were 
suspended, and the Flouse resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Banxs in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania, who was enti- 
tled to the floor, opposed the passage of the bill. 
In an examination of the causes of the derange- 
ment of the currency at the present day, and the 
consequent evils resulting therefrom, he traced it 
to the removal of the deposites from the Bank of 
the United States. He attributed ail the issues of 
State stocks to the stimulation produced by the de- 
posite of the revenues of the Government with the 
State banks. Such stocks being forced into the 
market abroad, produced the flood of imports which 
has crushed the best interests of the country; finally 
he attributed all the evils of the times to the “ ex- 
periments” of the Administration. He then spoke 
of the Bank of the United States, and the good cur- 
rency which that institution afforded the country. 

Mr. RAYNER opposed the bill, and advanced 
many reasons why he would not vote for it. He, 
as a State Rights man, advocated a Bank of the 
United States as an antagonist measure to the In- 
dependent Treasury bill, and the only proper mea- 
sure for the relief of the country. A National 
Bank, he said, was the child of the revolution; and 
he went for it because he believed it was a Repub- 
lican measure. He then examined the course of 
General Jackson with reference to the currency, 
and attributed his intermeddling with it as the 
cause of all the evils and derangements complained 
of heretofore as well as atthe present time. He 
also spoke of his own efforts in favor of Gen. 
Jackson, and acknowledged that he was 
deluded and misled into his support. He de- 
nounced him asa tyrant. He went into a history 
of the course of ‘General Jackson in relation to 
thelate Bank of the United States; and said, so 
soon as that institution refused to bow to the dic- 
tates of the tyrant, the warwas commenced. He 
vetoed it, and all the suffering of the country was 
the result of it. He spoke of the deposite system 
which had exploded, and said he had nothing to do 
with forming the connection between the Govern- 
ment and the State banks, and he would have 
nothing to do with severing that connection. He 
then spoke of the economy ef establishing a Bank 
of the United States to disburse the revenues, instead 
of passing the Independent Treasury bill. This 
bill would cost the Government many thousand 
dollars te put it in operation; but on the other hand 
the Government could get at least one and a half 
millions as a bonus to grant a charter for a bank, 
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He then went into an argument to show the duty of 
the Nationa! Government to take care of the inte- 
rests of the people; and in doing which he observed, 
that when he spoke of taking care of the interests 
of the people, he did not mean to be understood as 
referring to the wretched rabble of our cities, who 
shouted and hallooed at the elections, but he meant 
the rick as well as the poor, and the capitalist, 
through whose means the business of the country 
was carriedon. Before Mr. R. concluded, 

The House, at 24 o’clock, took the usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. RAYNER concluded his remarks in opposi- 
tion to the Independent Treasury bill, and in favor 
of a National Bank as its antagonist measure. He 
spoke of the beneficial effects of that institution as 
a regulator. It heretofore kept the moneys safe, 
the currency and exchanges regular, and could do 
it again. He madean argument in favor of the 
constitationality of such an institution, grounded 
on the opinion that it was indispensably necessary 
to carry out that provision of the 8th section of the 
Ist article of the Constitution, which gives the 
power to Congress “‘to lay and collect taxes, duties, 
imports, and excises, to pay the debts of the Go- 
vernment.” 

Mr. HOLLEMAN then took the floor, and said 
that in the few words he had to say, he should not, 
like the gentleman who had last spoken, depend on 
his imagination or glowing descriptions of historical 
scenes. He had always been taught that denunci- 
ation and declamation were poor substitutes for ar- 
gument. And he was surprised that the gentleman 
should have so far mistaken the character of the 
American people as to imagine that they would be 
led away by mere senseless denunciation. The 
gentleman had, in the course of his remarks, asked 
‘whence all this hurry in pressing this bill.” Now, 
did not the gentlemen remember, that a few months 
ago his party were constantly taunting the 
friends of the Administration about the “delay” 
of the bill? Did not the gentleman remember the 
sarcastic allusions to it, and the insinuations that 
the bill would not be brought forward at ali? Yet 
now the bill was taken up, the friends of that gen- 
tleman had suddenly changed their cry, and the 
Administration members were denounced for en- 
deavoring to pass the bill. Now what was to be 
done? If the bill was not brought up, the Opposi- 
tion were displeased; and if it was brought up, the 
same course of abuse and denunciation was pur- 
sued. 

After some further preliminary remarks, Mr. H. 
proceeded to discuss the merits of the bill, and to 
show its great superiority ovec any other system. 

Alluding to the charge that losses would occur 
under the operation of this bill, Mr. H. asked 
where was the system, however well contrived, un- 
der which losses had not taken place? At what 
period was it,when Governments were not defraud- 
ed more or less by officers, through whose hands its 
money passed? Such would ever be the case, so 
long as the imperfection of human nature existed; 
and until the time when the “Millenium” should 
arrive, and atl men become honest, such losses 
must be expected. 

He showed that the cry about an “exclusive 
currency for the office holders” was as ridiculous 
as it was false. He asked whether the hard mo- 
ney would not be paid out to the numerous pen- 
sioners, our soldiers who fought our battles, and 
our hardy sailors who toiled on the deep. Instead 
of this bill being for the benefit of a few only, it 
was for the benefit of the mass. 

- Mr. H. then went into an examination of the 
career of the United States Bank, and from docu- 
mentary evidence proved how futile were the 
boasted assertions of its being a “Regulator,” &c. 
He had not concluded at eight o’clock, at which 
hour 

Mr. ANDREWS moved that the committee 
rise; which motion prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tvespay, June 23, 1840. 
Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of Ann 














W. Angus, widow of the late Captain Angus of the 


peng oen SRE) EST 


od 


ae mrimnpanete rn 3 


3 


<a naee saemiing ati Mi) Paige te 
Se. 
1 ' 


me 


ea an” 


ee A ARIES NON EL ERNE EN EM OO FE” SAT 


pe eee STE nS 
s ene aerate See 


Sete at 






Bi 
‘aa 


eee 


Rae Ree ee ie Es 


ieee 


dh We di lee +t 


ee 


en 


Jee re eee eee 


478 








navy, praying for a pension; which was referred to 
the Commitiee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Commitiee on the 
Public Lands, to which the subject was referred, 
reported a joint resolution in addition to a joint re- 
selution authorizing certain certificates to be can- 
celled and reissued; which, on motion by Mr. W. 
and by unanimous consent, was considered as in 
commitiee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been re- 
ferred the memoria! of the Southern Steam Packet 
Company for compensation for carrying the 
mail, asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration. 

Mr. CALHOUN said the memorial was present- 
ed by his colleague, [Mr. Prestron,] who was not 
now in his seat; and he hoped the action of the Se- 
nate would be delayed until he was present; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred bills from the House, 

For the relief of Elijah Fouchee; 

For the relief of Hugh Davis; 

For the relief of Jabez Collins; 

For the relief of Thurston Cornell; and 

For the relief of James Smith; 
made adverse reports thereon; which were ordered 
to be printed. 

The House bill to refand a fine imposed on the 
late Matthew Lyon, under the sedition laws, to his 
Jegal heirs and representatives; 

A bill for the relief of the executor of Thomas 
Cooper, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of certain companies of Mis- 
souri volunteers; 
were read a third time, and passed. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Langtree 
and 9’Sullivan was taken up on its third reading, 
and after debate, in which Messrs. PORTER, 
TAPPAN, WALL, DAVIS, and BUCHANAN 
participated, it was recommitted to the Joint Com- 
mittee on the Library. 

The resolution of the Committee on the Post 
Office, asking to be discharged from the farther 
consideration of the memorial of the Southern 
Steam Packet Company, was taken up, and after 
some remarks by Mr. LUMPKLN and Mr. PRES- 
TON, was agreed to. 

The bill forthe relief of the sureties of Archibald 
Sneed, deceased; and 

The bill for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, and for other purposes; 
were severally considered as in committee of the 
whole, and were ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. 

SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States. 

Mr. PRENTISS spoke at some lengih on the ge- 
neral merits of the bill. He drew a distinction between 
insolvent laws and bankruptlaws, which distinction, 
he argued, prevailed in England till long after the 
adoption of the Constitauon in this country. He 
argued from this, and from other considerations 
and documents, that the power of bankruptcy in 
the Constitution was merely a supplemental part of 
the power over commerce; and that a bankrupt 
law, therefore, ought to be confined to the commer- 
cia! classes, and should be carefully made te do 
equal justice to debtor and creditor, 

While Mr. P. admitied that this bill might be 
productive of highly beneficial and desirable results, 
it would inevitably open wide the way for various 
evils which Mr. P. specified, the chief of which was 
the iatroduction and practice of frauds. Cn the 
whole, Mr. P, dared not try it, even as an experi- 
ment; for he was greatly apprehensive that it 
would work a revolution of the worst kind, both in 
the morals and business of the country. 

Mr. P. having concluded his remarks, 

Mr. WRIGHT offered an amendment, requir- 
ing the voluntary bankrupt to set forth in his peti- 
tition to the court for a discharge under the act, a 
list of his creditors, their respective places of re- 
sidence, and the amount due to each; together with 
an accurate inventory of his property, rights and 
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credits, of every name, kind, and description, and 
the location and situation of each and every parcel 
thereo!; these statements to be made upon cath, and 
according to the best knowledge and belief of the 
debtor. . 

This amendment was adopted without a divi- 
sion. 

Mr. WRIGHT then offered a further amend- 
ment, to add an additional cause for involuntary 
bankruptcy, to these enumerated in the bill, in sub- 
substance as follows: 

“That in case the debtor, being arrested or sur- 
rendered in the discharge of his bail, shall remain 
in prison forty days, or shall escape therefrom, 
or shall not withia forty days give the necessary 
bail, or security, required by law, when his person, 


process issuing out of any court of record, then 
the creditors should be authorized to proceed under 
the bankrupt law against him as a bankrupt.” 
This amendment was advocated at some length 
by Messrs. WRIGHT aud WALL, and opposed 
by Messrs. HUNTINGTON, CRITTENDEN, 
WALKER, WEBSTER, and PHELPS, and ne- 
gatived—ayes 18, noes 23, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 


Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Wall, Williams, Wright, and Young—18., 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, 
Huntington, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Phelps, Porter, Preston, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, Webster, and 
White—23. 

Mr. WALL offered an amendment, to add an 
additional clause for involuntary bankruptcy, to 
those enumerated in the bill, in substance as fol- 
lows: 

‘That in case the debtor shall make any fraudu- 
lent gift, sale, or other transier of his goods, chat- 
tels, credits, or property of any description, or shall 
declare himself to be insolvent, or unable to pay 
his debts, or other engagements, then the creditors 
should be authorized to proceed under the bankrupt 
law against him asa bankrupt.” - 

The amendment was lost by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Falton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Sturgeon, Wall, Wright, and Young—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Huntington, Knight, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rug- 
eles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Wal- 
ker, Webster, White, and Williams—20. 

Mr. WRIGHT then offered a further amend- 
ment, of the following substance: 

“That in cases where a creditor makes the appli- 
cation for a commission of bankruptcy against a 
debtor, any other creditor may come betore the 
court, or the jary, and offer proof of collusion in 
the application between the creditor making the 
application and the debtor against whom itis made; 
and if such proof should be made to the satisfac- 
tion of the court, or jury, then the proceedings 
should be discontinued, and no certificate, or dis- 
charge, given to the bankrupt under the act.” 

Mr. WEBSTER inquired what could be the ne- 
cessity of this amendment, when every bankrupt 
conld make his own application at pleasure? 

Mr. WRIGHT replied that, as the bill stood, the 


nan, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
| 
| 


amendment wonld be wholly unimporiant; but that | 
another amendment, which he proposed to offer, if | 
adopted, would make this very essential. In order, | 


however, to enable the Senate to act clearly and 
intelligibly, if the Senate would give him leave, he 
would pass this amendment, and offer that one 
upon which this particularly depended, though not 
in the proper order of his amendments offered yes- 
terday, and now printed and upon our tables, 

A general call of “leave, leave,” being re- 
sponded, 

Mr. WRIGHT offered an amendment, in sub- 
stance as follows: 


“That in every case of voluntary bankruptcy, 
the certificate and discharge provided for in the 
law shall not be granted without the consent of at 


| 
lands, or effects, shall be arrested or attached, by 








| 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





least one half, in amount of debts, of the 
of such bankrupt.” 

This amendment was lost by the following , 

YEAS—-Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Ba. 
Brown, Buchanan, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, [, 
kin, Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Smith 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, Wij, 
Wright, and Young—20. a 


NAYS—Messts. Clay of Kentucky, Cigy, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Huntiney 
King, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, Phels 
Porter, Preston, Ruggles, Smith of India, 
Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, Webster, , 
White—22. ° 

Mr. WRIGHT then declared his willingnes; 
omit his preceding amendment, depending upon 
just rejected, and proceeded to offer a fyr) 
amendment, in the following words: 


“And in case it shall be made to appear io 
court, in the course of the proceedings in bankry, 


| cy, that the bankrupt, his application being yo) 


tary, has, subsequent to the firstday of January }, 
or at any other time in contemplation of the pagsy 
of a bankrupt law, by assignments or othery; 
given or secured, any preference to one creiij 
over another, he shall not receive a discharge, y| 
the same be assented to by a majority in interey 
those of his creditors who have not been so mn 
ferred.” 

This amendment was strongly opposed by 
WEBSTER, and advocated by Mr. WRIGI 
and agreed to by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Boy 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fy 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Pierce, Pren) 
Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Strang 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Wal!, Williams, Wrighr, q 
Young—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay’ of Kentucky, Clayi 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Huntingig 
Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, Pord 
Preston, Ruggles, Smith of Indtana, Southa 
Tallmadge, Walker, Webster, and White—21, 

Mr. WRIGHT then offered the following fy 
ther amendment: 

That the bill should take effect from and aj 
the thirtieth day of June next, and not sooner. 

Mr. WALKER objected to the length of ti 
and proposed the first day of January next. 

Mr. WRIGHT said if the gentleman will aces 
the fourth day of March next, I will so modify 1 
amendment. 

Mr. WALKER assenting, 

Mr. WRIGHT modified bis amendment so as 
read from and after the fourth day of March ne 
instead of the thirtieth day of June next. 

The amendment was; adopted; ayes 23, noesn 
counted. e 

Mr. WILLIAMS then offered an amendment 
the fellowing substance: 

‘That the debtor shall not be discharged, inca 
a majority of his creditors, in number and value 
debts, and who shall have proved their debts 
fore the court, shall file their written dissent aga 
the granting of such discharge.” 

This amendment was adopted without a @ 
sion. 

Mr. W. then offered an entirely new section 
the bill, in the following words: 

“And if, in any case of bankruptey, a major 
in number and value of the creditors who sh 
have proved their debts at the time of hearing 
the petition of the bankrupt for a discharge, 
hereinbefore provided, shall, at such heariog, 
their written dissent to the allowance of a discha 
and certificate to such bankrupt, or if, upon st 
hearing, a discharge shall not be decreed to h 
the bankrupt may demand a trial by jury, upon 
proper issue, to be directed by the court, at 0 
time and place, and in such manner, as the col 
may order; or he may appeal to the circuit cot 
next to be held within the district after fou 
days from the time of claiming the appeal, 
such appeal shall be claim:d, and notice ther 
given to the court below within ten days after the: 
cision appealed fram, and said appeal may be he 
by said court sumorarily or by a jury at theoption 
he bankrupt,and the creditors may appear and 0d 





ty of 
credi! 
bill, f 
disag 

YI 
houn 
bard, 
binso 
Tapy 

N. 
Kent 
Hen 
Nich 
Rugs 
Wal 

M 
whic 

M 
by it 
on 1 
sequ 
trim: 
men 

y 
of I 
Whi 

N 
Brov 
Clay 
Dixe 


Phe! 
Rob 
geor 

N 
was 
mac 

T 
bill 
aye 


sho 
to 








inst a deeree of discharge and the allowance 

Cred of the certificate as hereinbefore provided. And if, 
ypon afull hearing of the parties it shall appear to 

DE VR ihe satisfaction of the court, or the jury shall find 
Beug— that the bankrupt has made a full disclosure and 










», Luo currender of all his estate as by this act required, 
Smit, J and hasin all things conformed to the directions 
Villiaali jpereof, the court shall make a decree of discharge 
and certify the same to the court below, whereupon 
Clayigm the court below shall allow the same, and granta 
tinggi certificate as provided in the fourth section of this 
» Phelgf get.” 
Indi * This amendment also was adopted without a de- 
eT, aim cision. 


Upon the motion of Mr. RUGGLES, an amend- 
neness{/ ment was then made as to the description and 
upon ti amoant of property to be surrendered to the bank- 
furifi™ ropt and his family, and giving to the assignee and 
courtcertain discretion in that matter, but we did 
ar to i not take the particular contents of the proposition. 
ankry On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN , the amount 
ng volygm of debt requisite to entitle persons in general to the 
Uary |g benefit of this bill, was not fixed at any sum, and 
€ passage for merchants, bankers, &c. it was fixed at $2,000 
therwigam and above. 
© credi Mr. WALL offered two amendments (forma! 
ze, ulm and technical) which were severally agreed to. — 
interest Mr. HUBBARD moved to confine the operation 
n so pam of the bill exclusively to future contracts, and 
WB called for the yeas and nays, which were ordered; 
1 by MME and this amendment was rejected—yeas 14, nays 
TRIGHHEE 32, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Calhoun, 
Bonu Cuthbert, Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin, Pierce, Pren- 
“BH iiss, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 











» Fah 
Prep Surgeon, and Tappan—14. 
Stan NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 


Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Henderson, 
Huntington, King, Knight, Merrick, Mcuton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Roane, 
Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
Walker, Wall, Webster, White, Williams, and 
Young--32. 

Mr. WALL, after some remarks on the proprie- 


right, a 


Clayig 
INntingla 
8, Porig 
Southa 
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wing {4% ty of giving the appointment of the assignees to the 

I creditors of the bankrupt, moved to recommit the 
and ai pili, for the purpose of so modifying it, which was 
oner. 


. disagreed to—ayes 20, noes 26, as follows: 
1 of ‘ti YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Cal- 
ct houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Falton, Hub- 
vill acc bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Pierce, Roane, Ro- 
vodify g binson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Wall, and Williams—20. 
NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, 
Henderson, Huntington, Knight, Merrick, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, Porter,Prentiss, Preston, 
Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
Walker, Webster, White, and Young—26. 
ndment Mr. HUBBARD then moved an adjournment, 
aj which was disagreed to—ayes 21, nays 26. 
i fare Mr. RUGGLES then moved to amend the bill 
debis by inserting a provision, declaring any attachment 
nt acai 02 Mesne process null, which should be made sub- 
B® sequent to the passage of the bill, and to the de- 
it a dy “ment of a portion of the creditors. The amend- 
_& ment was rejected—ayes 11, nays 35, as follows: 
section YEAS—Messrs. Davis, Knight, Ruggles, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Talimadge, Wall, Webster, 
- major White, Williams, and Wright—11. 
who sh NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
hearing @ Brown, Bachanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
harge, @ Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
ariog, #% Dixcn, Falton, Henderson, Hubbard, Huntington, 
discharg] King, Linn, Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, 
pon SO@™ Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, 
d to hig Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Stur- 
y, upon geon, Tappan, Walker, and Young—35. 
|, at 0G =No further amendments being offered, the bill 
| the COUN was reported to the Senate, and the amendments 
‘cuit COUR made in committee“of the whole were concurred in. 
t four § The question then coming up on ordering the 
peal, “HH bill to be engrossed for a third reading, and the 
ce ther ayes and noes being ordered thereon, 
ter the’ “Mr. WALL moved that the bill, as amended, 
y be heii should be printed; but this motion being declared 


A to be out of order, he moved to lay the bill on the 
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table, for the purpose of having it printed; which 
was agreed to—ayes 24, nays 23, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Smith of 
Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, 
Wright, and Young—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Huntington, 
Knight, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Phelps, Porter, Preston, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, Waiker,) Webster, White, 
and Williams—23. 

The Senate then went into Executive session for 
a short time, 

And then adjourned. 


oes 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, June 23, 1840. 


Mr. WISE asked the consent of the House to 
submit a joint resolution for the adjournment of 
both Houses of Congress sine die, on Saturday, the 
[lth day of July next. 

Objection was made to its reception. 

Mr. WISE moved to suspend the rules; and on 
that motion demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved a call of the 
House; which was ordered, and proceeded in till 
146 members answered to their names; when, 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, all further proceed- 
ing in the call was dispensed with. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
motion to suspend the rules, were taken, and were, 
yeas 75, nays 94, 

So the House refased to suspend the rules. 

Mr. ADAMS presented to the House from ——, 
a work on political economy; which was, on his 
motion, ordered to be deposited in the Library of 
the House. 

The CHAIR announced that the resolutions re- 
ported from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, by Mr. McKay, was the first thing in 
order; which were read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to pre- 
pare and report to the House, at the commencement of the 
next session, a list of all the post-roads in the United States, 
with a diagram or diagrams, on which they shall be delineated, 
showing how long they have heen in operation; the kine of ser- 
vice on each, whether on horseback, sulkey, stage, railroads, or 
in steamboats; the ameunt of receipts, and the cost of transpor- 
tation on the same, respectively; also, showing the new routes 
named in the petitions and resolutions presented at the present 
session, with an estimate of the probable expense of putting 
each of them in operation 

Resolved, That all petitions and memorials for the establich- 
ment of post-roads presented, and resolutions of inquiry for the 
same purpose, adopted atthe present session, be referred to the 
Postmaster General for his information. 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to pre- 
pare and report, at the same time, a list of all post-roads where 
the mails, though now carried in stages, might be carried on 
horseback, or in sulkeys, with the amount paid for the stage 
service, and the average cost of carrying similar mails on horse- 
back or insulkeys, in the sections of country where such routes 
may be respectively located. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported 
back to the House, without amendment, Senate 
bill entitled an act for the relief of J. M. Strader; 
which was committed to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. SIMONTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, 10 which had been referred the bilt of 
the House entitled an act to regulate the fees of 
clerks, marshals, and attorneys of the Northern 
and Southern Districts of the State of Mississippi, 
reported it back with an amendment as a substitute; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SIMONTON, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the petition of Joseph 
Ramsey, in relation toa pension, made a report in 
which it was argued that Mr. R. was a party to the 
fraud; and the report was accompanied by a resolu- 
tion that he was not entitled to any relief. 

Mr. HOPKINS made some remarks, showing 
that Mr. R’s claim to a pension was well esia- 
blished; and that he was not a party to the fraud 
which had deprived him of the pension obtained 
from the Government. He concluded by moving 
that the report be committed to the same committee, 
with instructions to report a bill for his relief. 


Mr, SERGEANT opposed that motion, and 


479 


made some remarks showing that Mr. R. having 
given agents a power of attorney to obtain the pen- 
sion from the Government, and those agents hav- 
ing defrauded him of the same, in equity he, and 
not the Government, should lose. He having given 
the power of attorney, was, though innocently so, 
to that eytent a party to the fraud. Mr. S. con- 
cluded, by moving that the subject be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. SAMUELS, the report and 
papers were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STORRS, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill to authorize the judicial ad- 
justment ofthe claim of the Municipality No. 1, 
of the city of New Orleans, te certain lands with- 
in said municipality; which was read twice, and 
Committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, the Committee on 
the Judiciary was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the resolution of the House, instruct- 
ing that committee to inquire into the propriety of 
reporting a bill in relation to the apportionment un- 
der the census of 1840. 

Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made unfavorable reports on the 
petitions of Charles Lewis, John Winston, Elipha- 
let Spafford, William Ruckman, John McCollan, 
and Richard Pauletts; which were severally ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. ELY, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, made unfavorable reports on the petitions 
of John Briggs, the representatives of William 
Slaughter, Dennis Purcel, the heirs of Captain John 
Stokes, Stephen Graham, deceased, and Captain 
Robert Vance; which were severally ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the same committee, made 
unfavorable reports on the petitions of Thomas 
Chapman, Lathrop Allen, Samuel Jones, Captain 
Trupley White, and Roger Staynor; which were 
severally ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. RANDOLPH, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of John H. Kelly, and 
a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Jane Fentenburgh, late widow of Captain Haw- 
kins Boone; which were read twice, and committed 
to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the same commit- 
tee, made unfavorable reports on the petitions of 
Francis Malone, Harriet Baker, Theodore Middle- 
ton, Asa Clark, Henry Whiting, and Richard 
Mack; which were severally ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reporied a bill for the relief of 
George Mayfield; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole. 

Also reported back to the House, without amend- 
ment, Senate “bill entitled an act for the relief of 
Joseph Bogy; which was committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. R. GARLAND, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to confirm to the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of John Brown, deceased, their title 
to a tract of land; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole. 

Also, reported back to the House, without amend- 
ment, Senate bill entitled an act to confirm the 
claims to land in the districts between the Rio 
Hondo and Sabine rivers; which was committed to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WHITE of Louisiana, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back to the House, without amend- 
ment, Senate bills, entitled 

An act for the relief of George de Passo, of Lou- 
isiana; , 

Aun act for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of William Conaway; 

An act for the relief of James Smith of Arkansas; 

An act confirming the claim of the heirs of Jo- 
senh Thompson, sr. deceased, to a tract of land in 
Missouri; and 

An act for the relief of Henry Wilson; 
which were severally referred to the Committee of 
the Whole. : 


Mr. HASTINGS, of Massachusetts, from the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, reported a bill 
for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Erwin; and a 
bill for the relief of Hugh Riddle, of the State of 
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New York; which were read twice, and committed 
to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. H. also made unfavorable reports on the 
petitions of Silas Wells, Charles Holmes, and Ste- 
phen Howard; which were ordered to lie un the ta- 
ble; and on the petition of Thomas G. Smith, re- 
ported that the petitioner have leave to withdraw 
his petition. 

On motion of Mr. WICK, the Committee on 
Private Land Claims was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petitions of Abraham 
Wayland and others, Amos Burdyne and George 
Williams, and that the latter have leave to with- 
draw his petition. 

Mr. W. also reported back to the House, from 
the same committee, without amendment, Senate 
bills entitled 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Pierre Bonhomme; and 

An act for the relief of Thomas P. Copes; which 
were referred to the Commitiee of the Whole. 

Mr. DILLET, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Lewis Durete; which was read twice, and commit- 
fed to the Committee of the Whole. 


| 
| 
| 


Also, made an unfavorable report on the peti- || 
tion of Maurice Wright; which was ordered to lie || 


on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Commiitee on Manufac- 
tures, to which had been referred Senate bill en- 
titled an act to regulate duties on the importation of 
the production of the fine arts, reported the same 
back to the House without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that it be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. A. then made some remarks in relation to 
the impropriety of the Senate originating such a 
bill—it being a revenue bill. Afler which, 

The question was taken on the recommendation 
of the committee, that it be indefinitely postponed, 
and agreed to. 


Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Af- | 


faiis, reported back to the House, without amend- 


ment, Senate bill entitled an act for the relief of || pose the bill. 


Jubal B. Hancock; which was committed to the 
Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. B. also made unfavorable reports on the | 


petitions of James Smith, Charles Lewis, and Thos. 
A. Walker; and it was ordered to Jie on the table. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


In adverting to the history of the old United 


| States Bank, he showed that it commenced in fraud, 


} 
i 


and said it was no wonder it should end in ruin. 
He reminded the committee that a great portion of 
the stock was parchased by men who, after their 
names were set down, immediately borrowed mo- 
ney from the Bank to pay for that stock—thus 
paying in the capital in the notes of the Bank itself. 
He also showed from authentic sources that instead 
of that institution acting as a regulator, at one pe- 
riod specie was selling at its own doors ata pre- 
mium. 

In ths course of his remarks, Mr. H. flanked his 
position against the Bank, by some pointed ex- 
tracts from a speech of Mr. Webster in 1816 in 
favor of a system of hard currency, etc. and who 
sald “the sooner that system was adopted the bet- 
ter.” He also caused to be read extracts of a si- 
milar character from speeches of Mr. Senator 
Rives in 1834, strongly recommending the measure, 
but who somehow had since wheeled round, and 
was now attacking the sysiem with all his might. 
He, Mr. H. would not pretend to say what were 
the causes which produced this great change. Per- 
haps there were some private griefs, or disappointed 
expectations which had an agency in the matter. 

Mr. H. then illustrated the disastrous results of 
the continued expansions and coniractions of the 


|| currency under the banking system, and the injuri- 
|| ous effects such a system produced on the laboring 


classes, 
full.] 
Mr. JENIFER then took the floor in opposition 
to the bill. He had not concluded at half past two 
o’clock, when the House took its usual recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 

Afier the recess, the House again resolved itself 
into a Commitee of the Whole, Mr. Banxs in the 
Chair, on the 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. JENIFER being entitled to the floor, re- 
sumed bis remarks, expressing his intention to op- 
2efore proceeding to do so, Mr. J. 
commenced an examination of the political course 


[His remarks will hereafter appear in 


' of several members of the House in relation to 


Mr. B. also reported from, the same committee | 


the following resolution, viz: 


Resolved, That so much of the resolution of the 


House of the 7th March last, as declared the expe- 


diency of suspending the further execution of the | 
first and second clauses of the fourth article of the | 
treaty made with the Winnebago Indians in 1837, | 


be rescinded. 


Mr. CRARY moved to lay the resolution on the | 


table, till the committee shall have reported on the 
subject committed to them for investigation; but 
he withdrew the motion at the suggestion of 


Mr. BELL, who said the committee had just | 


closed a most laborious investigation; and so soon 
as an abstract of the testimony (which was volu- 
minous) shall have been prepared, the committee 
would make a full report. The committee had di- 
rected him to report, in part, this resolution. The 


committee did not believe there was sufficient evi- | 


dence to justify a new commission; but there were 
many things developed which they were desirous to 
lay beiore the House, with their opinions thereon. 
Tne reason why they had directed him to report in 


part, was that some of the claims were without ex- | 


ception, though they were very large; and he did 


not think there wassufticient evidence which would | 


go to show that the smallest claim should be dis- 
allowed. He believed that a great deal of injus- 
tice had been done these claimants, and that there 
should be reparation without delay. 
concluded, but the morning hour having expired, 


On motion} of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the | 


House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole (Mr. Bans in the chair) and resumed the 
consideration of the 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 
Mr. HOLLEMAN being entitled to the floor, re- 
sumed his remarks from last evening in support of 
the bill, aad in exposing the fallacy of the argu- 
ment adduced in favor of the re-establishment 
of a Natione! Bank, 


| 


He had not |, 


the bill. Among others, he referred to the course 
of Mr. Brack of Georgia. 

Mr. J. was repeatedly and loudly called to order 
by several members for irrelevancy in introducing 
papers, etc. having no connection with the subject 
under debate, 

Mr. J. contended that the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Brack] had been permitied to allude 
to the course of Col. Gamble, and that he had not 
been called to order for so doing. 

Mr. BLACK stated that, in his reference to Col. 
Gamble on a former day, he was strictly in or- 
der, as he was showing the vote of that gentleman 
on the Sub-Treasury bill of Mr. Gordon ia 1834. 

Mr. JENIFER then proceeded to make further 
allusions to the course of Mr. B. in relation to the 
bill under debate, when 

Mr. BLACK rose and said that, if the commit- 
tee permitted the gentleman from Maryland to at- 
tack his course on the Sub-Treacary bill, he trusted, 
as 2 matter of justice, he would be permitted to 
reply. 

Mr. PETRIKIN called Mr. B. to order. 

The CHAIR wished to know whether th  gen- 
tleman from Maryland yielded the floor to the gen- 
tleman from Georgia. 

Mr. JENIFER replied that he had yielded the 
floor to the geatleman for the purpose of explana- 
tion. 

Mr. BLACK said, no, not for explanation. My 
course needs no explanation. WhatI wish is, an 
opportunity to reply. Ihave no explanation to 
make; but I have a reply. 

After some debate, of a conversational charac- 
ter, Mr. Buack resumed his seat, stating, however, 
that, at the close of the remarks of the gentleman 
from Maryland, he should demand, as an act of 
justice, an opportunity to reply to the attack. 

Mr. JENIFER then resumed his remarks, and 
proceeded to make some allusions to the conduct of 
certain gentlemen who had attended a meeting at 
Bladensburg, in his State, on Saturday las!, for the 
purpose of enlightening the people, &c. He was 
understeod to regret that those gentlemen had not 
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| said befure he was so called to order. 
_ he had inserted those portions of ihe speech in sug 
| a way, that there would be no difficulty in perceiy. 


given him notice of the meeting, that he might hay 
extended to them the hospitality of his State, Hi 
however, gave them an invitation to meet hig 
there on the 4th of July. 

The remarks of Mr. J. were delivered in so |p, 
a tone, that the Reporter was unable to compre. 
hend their import, in mauy cases, Mr. J. was yp. 
derstood to charge that some of those who attend, 
the above meeting had uttered “base calumnie:» 
&e. : 

Mr. HOPKINS explained, that he, for one, ha 
attended the meeting by invitation. It was th 
first time he had ever been there, and he foun 
some very clever, warm-hearted people. Mr, 9 
then asked Mr. J. to state whether he applied the 
charge to all who attended, or whether he made any 
exception. 

Mr. JENIFER was understood to disclain 
having any allusion to Mr. H. and made some {yr. 
ther remarks in relation to others, which it was jm. 
possible to hear. 

Mr. J. then referred to the speech of Mr. Stroy; 
as published in last evening’s “Globe,” on which 
he appeared desirous to make some comments, H; 
begged first to ask Mr. S. whether there was any 
thing in the speech, as published, which was no 
delivered in the House. 

Mr. STRONG explained that when, on a forme 
day, he was addressing the committee, he wy 
called to order by the Cuatr. In publishing hj 
speech, he had inserted what he intended to har 
Also, thy 


ing how the case stood. He wished to know if ty 
gentleman from Maryland was answered. 

Mr. JENIFER then wished Mr. Srrone to ip 
form him, whether the following portion of his 
speech was delivered in the House or not. 

“This lesson throws a broad and strong light 0 
the future. The view it affords is full of encov. 
ragement to the friends of popular liberty. | 
shows them thatthe people will act honestly an‘ 
intelligently; that they will treat the “‘log cabi: 
and hard cider” flammeries and fooleries of th 
Opposition with the scorn and the contempt the 
merit. It presents to their admiring gaze the entir 
and total rout and overtarow in the coming cor 
test of the combined factions of Abolitionism, Cor 
servatism, political Antimasoiry, and Federalism, 
and the brilliant victory of Van Buren and Deme 
cracy.”’ 

Mr. STRONG ieplied in the affirmative, ani 
that it was the concluding paragraph ef his speech, 

Mr. JENIFER was then understood as expres 
ing his intention to proceed in the discussion 
Abolitionism, ete. 

The CHAIR decided that Mr. J. was out of o: 
der, on the ground that the discussion of Abol: 
tionism, Conservatism, political Antimasonry, av! 
log cabin and hard cider, was irrelevant to the su> 
ject under debate. 

From this decision Mr. JENIFER, after makis 
some remarks not distinctly heard, took an appe. 


The CHAIR then stated the ground of his dew 
sion, which was, that the gentleman from Mary 
land was going onto discuss Abolitionism, hari 
cider, log cabins, etc. because the gentleman from 
New Yerk had put those words into his speech, 
and thatsuch a discussion would be out of order. 


Some conversation here took place between M: 
STRONG and the CHAIR, on the subject of th 
paragraph alluded to. 


Mr. STRONG explained that the words ther 
used had been delivered in the House, but were tt 
concluding sentences of his speech, (which prob 
bly accounts for his not being called to order, as 
fore the Cuairn could have risen, Mr. 8. had te 
sumed his seat.) 


The CHAIR then informed the gentleman from 
Maryland that he could not be permitted to procett 
in the discussion of such subjects. 

The question being on the appeal— 

Mr. BARNARD rose for the of pro 
pounding a question to the Cuarr as to the state 
the facis, His question was simply whether, } 


cause the gentleman from Maryland was not goilf 


on to say something about Abolitionism, on '% 
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